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COPY of the Report of Inquiry by the Board of Trade, and of Corre- 
spondence relative to the present State and Condition of, and the High 
Rate of Charges on, the Dublin and Kingstown Section of the' 
Dublin, Wicklow, and Wexford Railway. 



— No. 1. — 

Mr. Maurice Brooks , m.p., to Board of Trade. 
gi rj 21 February 18/8. 

As Parliamentary representative of the city of Dublin, I feel it to be my duty 
to bring under the notice of the Board of Trade certain causes of complaint 
against the Dublin and Wicklow Railway Company, from which the inhabitants 
of Dublin, Kingstown, and the intermediate stations, suffer. 

The stations generally are insufficient as to size; the principal station or 
terminus at Westland-row, Dublin, was constructed 45 years ago for a traffic of 
six miles ; it has not since been enlarged to meet the requirements of a line now 
extending to the whole south-east of Ireland, and the vastly increased traffic 
which the Holyhead Royal Mail Steam Packet Service has created ; it is wanting 
in space and shelter for passengers waiting the arrival or departure of trains. 
The accommodation for private or hackney carriages in waiting is totally insuffi- 
cient, and no shelter of any kind from weather is provided. The porters, whose 
duty it is to carry passengers’ baggage, are generally without uniform or dis- 
tinctive indication that they are for the gratuitous service of passengers. There 
are no seats and no waiting-rooms contiguous to the place where passengers are 
compelled to wait while their baggage from Holyhead and elsewhere is sorted. 

The wayside stations are deficient in crossing bridges, shelter from weather, 
seats, and decent accommodation. That at Booterstown, where the up trains 
and down trains are timed to arrive simultaneously every half hour, is not pro- 
vided with any bridge, although all passengers both by up trains and down 
trains are compelled to pass through the up-line gate, the down-line passengers 
being detained till the up-line train is departed. . . 

Many passenger carriages are so old and dilapidated that the timber ot 
roofs, floors, doors, &c., admit both wind and rain to an extent dangerous to 
the health and clothing of passengers, and are offensively dirty and neglected. 
The carriage stock is deficient in number, and frequently crowded to excess. 
First-class passengers are not uncommonly, on the most ordinary occasions 
obliged to travel in the offensively dirty and neglected carriages of the third 
class. Holders of first and second class subscription tickets find much reason 
to complain on this head. , , , 

The monopoly possessed by the Dublin and Wicklow Company has enabled 
it to maintain a scale of fees very much in excess of the fares on lines of a sum ar 
suburban character in other parts of the United Kingdom ; they are now mg er 
than at any other time during the 45 years’ existence of the railway, at oug 
the number. of passengers has, owing to the development of Kingstown, e o er 
wayside townships, and the extension of the line to Wicklow, Wexford, c-, een 
enormously increased. . . , 

I respectfully beg that the Board of Trade will cause an official inquiry o e 
made into the foregoing causes of complaint, with a view to provi mg 
remedies. 

I have, &c. 

Maurice Brooks. 



(signed) 



Right Honourable Sir Charles Adderley, 
President of the Board of Trade. 
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— No. 2.- 



Board of Trade to Secretary of the Dublin, Wicklow, and Wexford Railway 
Company. ^ 



Board of Trade, Railway Department 
Sir, 26 February 1878. 

I am directed by the Board of Trade to transmit to you the enclosed copv 0 f 
a communication from Mr. Maurice Brooks, m.p., calling attention to the 
generally insufficient state and condition of the stations on the Dublin and 
Kingstown section of the Dublin, Wicklow, and Wexford Railway, and to 
inform you that they have directed Major General Hutchinson to inquire into 
and report to them in the matter. 

I am, &c. 

The Secretary of the Dublin, Wicklow, (signed) Henry G Calcmft 
and Wexford Railway Company, Dublin. J ^ 



— No. 3. — 

Board of Trade to Mr. Maurice Brooks , m.p. 

Board of Trade, Railway Department, 
Sh’, 26 February 1878. 

With reference to your letter of the 21st instant, addressed to Sir Charles 
Adderley, I am directed by the Board of Trade to inform you that they have 
directed Major General Hutchinson to inquire into and report to them upon 
the present state and condition of the Dublin and Kingstown section of the 
Dublin, Wicklow, and Wexford Railway. 

I am, &c. 

Maurice Brooks, Esq., m.p. (signed) Edward Stanhope. 



— No. 4. — 

The Secretary to the Dublin, Wicklow, and Wexford Railway Company to 
Board of Trade. 

Dublin, Wicklow, and Wexford Railway Company, 
Secretary’s Office, 

Q . 48, Westland-row, Dublin, 

, birs 27 February 1878. 

. honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 26th instant 
™hh copy of letter from Mr. Maurice Brooks, m.p., and announcing 
hat Major General Hutchinson had been directed to inquire into and report on 
the matter. 1 

. I am, &c. 

I he Assistant Secretary, (signed) E. W. Maunsell, 

Railway Department, Board of Trade. Secretary. 



— No. 5. — 

Mr. R. W. Walsh to Board of Trade. 

Dublin and Kingstown Railway, 

^ 10, South Frederick, Dublin, 

Gentlemen, 28 February 1878. 

I understand that a Board of Trade inquiry will be held about the 
arrangements of the Dublin, Kingstown, and Dalkey Railway, on the motion 
of Mr. Brooks, m.p. for Dublin. 3 

I would 
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I would like to give evidence as to some matters affecting the public safety 
and in relation to your rules. 

I desire to know if the railway construction is under Board of Trade rules ? 

T am. &e. 

Board of Trade. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) Richard W. Walsli. 



— No. 6. — 



(R. 2247.) 



Board of Trade to Mr. R. W. Walsh. 



Board of Trade, Railway Department, 
4 March 1878. 



In reply to your letter of the 28th ultimo, on the subject of the Board of 
Trade inquiry to be held in Dublin, relative to the condition of the portion, of 
the hue between Kingstown and Dalkey, on the Dublin, Wicklow and Wexford 
Railway, I am directed by the Board of Trade to inform you that your letter 
tas been referred to Major General Hutchinson, who has been appointed to 
make the inquiry, and that officer will communicate with you in the matter. 

I am, &c. 

R. W. Walsh, Esq., c.e., (signed) Henry G. Calcraft. 

10, South Frederick, Dublin. 



— No. 7- — 

Board of Trade to the Town Clerk, Dublin. , 

Board of Trade, Railway Department, 
gj 11 March 18/8. 

I am’ directed by the Board of Trade to inform you that Major ' General 
Hutchinson will hold an inquiry relative to the condition of the Dublin and 
Kingstown Railway at Dublin, on Friday next, the 13th instant at 12 o dock 
when he will be happy to receive any evidence the Corporation may hav to 

offer in the matter. , . u 

The Board of Trade would be glad if you could ensure a room b mg placed 
at Major General Hutchinson’s disposal for the purposes of the : inqmry on fte 
day in question, and they would he obliged if you wou c , v, . 

direct to Major General Hutchinson, at GreenhiU, ™ - r f r a.de tliat 

I am to add that Mr. M. Brooks, M.P., lias informed the ‘Board °* L* 
it is the wish of the Corporation to be present and give evi 1 P 

inquiry. ' I am, &c. 

The Town Clerk, Dublin. (signed) Henry G. Calcraft. 



— No. 8. — 

The Town Clerk, Dublin, to Board of Trade. 

Town Clerk’s Office, City Hall, Dublin, 
os 12 March 1878. 

I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter ^ reply to 

as to the condition of the Dublin and Kingstown Rai , ’ placing the 

inform you that I have written to Major General Hutchmspn,placm ? the 

Council Chamber in this building at his disposal for P P 

“T uir L I am, &c. 

(signed) W. Henry, 
v & Town Clerk. 

The Assistant Secretary, 

Railway Department, Board of Trade. 
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— No. 9. — 

Board of Trade to the Town Clerk, Dublin. 

„. Board of Trade, Railway Department 

t * , , , T, , m 14 March 18/8. 

1 AM directed hy the Board of Trade to acknowledge the reeeint of ™ 
letter of the 12th instant, and, in reply, to request that you will corney tofte 
Corporation of Dubhn the thanks of the Board of Trade for placing a mam 
m the City Hall at Major General Hutchinson’s disposal, for the purposes of 
the inquiry into the condition of the Dublin and Kingstown Railway 1 

The Town Clerk, Dublin. (signed) Henry G. Calcraft. 



— No. 10. — 

Mr. Maurice Brooks, m.p., to Board of Trade. 

Dear Sir 

1 am requested by certain citizens of Dublin to express a wisKin which I 
quite concur, that advantage may be taken of the visit of General Hutchinson 
to the Dublin and Kingstown Railway in order that he may inspect and report 
upon certain stone bridges over which that railway passes. 

however fit those bri 'dges may have been when built, 
efore lion level bridges were commonly known, they are now, by reason of 
and the facilities they offer for the deposit of nuisanra of a most 

hdimn - ble 7 e - and , the “adequate height of the arches, no longer 
tolerable in a great city and improving neighbourhood. S 

“ ^,fj? ted ‘!* at the eom pany propose to widen those bridges, and thereby to 
perpetuate and even aggravate, the evils complained of. 

strS! »dtel^l^r S Sa “« Cumberland-street, Erne- 

£££»* 

&c. &c. 



— No. 11.— 

Board of Trade to the Secretary of the Dublin, Wicklow, and Wexford 
Railway Company. 



g- r Board of Trade, Railway Department, 

a letter wbie^thp^ ^ oar< J of Trade to transmit to you the enclosed copy of 
tion to the cf-afp n J + >, a? y received from Mr. Maurice Brooks, m.p., calling atten- 
to inform vnn tbnt fly 6 ^S^under the Dublin and Kingstown Railway, and 
bridges in^nnpsfin-n e ^ ave directed Major General Hutchinson to inspect the 
bridges m question, and to report to them in the matter. 

I am, &c. 

The Secretary of the Henry G. Calcraft. 

Dubhn, Wicklow, and Wexford Railway Company. 
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— No. 12. — 

Major General Hutchinson to Board of Trade. 

Railway Department, 

Board of Trade, 13, Downing-street, 

Sir, London, S.W., 30 March 1878. 

I have the honour to report, for the information of the Board of Trade, in 
compliance with the instructions contained in your Minutes of the 26th February 
and 18th instant, the result of my inquiry into the present state and condition 
of the Dublin and Kingstown section of the Dublin, Wicklow, and Wexford 
Railway, with reference to the complaints thereof made by Mr. Maurice 
Brooks, m.p., in his letters to the President of the 21st February last, and the 
18th instant. . • 

In addition to a personal inspection of the line and rolling stock, an inquiry 
for the purpose of hearing evidence was held in the Council Chamber of the 
City Hall (by the kind permission of the Lord Mayor of Dublin) on the 14th, 
20th, and 21st instant. 

At this inquiry the railway company was represented by counsel ; 44 
witnesses presented themselves to tender evidence ; of these, 35 spoke in support 
of one or more of the complaints urged by Mr. Brooks, or brought forward 
complaints of their own, while nine (including six officials of the company) gave 
evidence in the company’s favour. 

The. subjects of the complaints referred to in Mr. Brooks’ letters, resolved 
themselves into five main points, viz: — 

1. The insufficiency and want of accommodation at Westland -row station, 
the Dublin terminus. 

2. The insufficiency, want of adequate accommodation, &c., at Kingstown, 
and the intermediate stations between Kingstown and Dublin, and the want 
of means of crossing the lines at these intermediate stations. 

3. The bad condition of much of the rolling stock, and the insufficiency 
of number of first and second class carriages. 

4. The high character of the fares as compared with those charged on 
suburban lines, carrying a somewhat similar traffic. 

5. The construction and condition of certain under bridges over streets 
in the city of Dublin. 

I now proceed to deal with these points seriatim. 

1. The Insufficiency and JVant of Accommodation at Westland-row Station. 

The company have long had in view the necessity of improving this station, 
and before this inquiry was ordered, they had acquired the ground, had the plans 
prepared, and called for tenders, for the construction of a new station. The 
engineer has supplied me with a copy of the plan (enclosed herewith) ; this plan, 
when carried out — and this the company declare is to he done without 
unnecessary delay — will, it appears to me, afford the reasonable accommodation 
so long needed at this important terminus. 

2 . The Insufficiency , Want of Accommodation at Kingstown, and the intermediate 

Stations between Dublin and Kingstown, and the Want of Means of crossing 

the Lines at these intermediate Stations. 

Many of the complaints as to Kingstown Station will shortly be removed by 
improvements to be effected in connection with the doubling of the line between 
Dalkey and Kingstown, now in progress ; a plan of these improvements accom- 
panies this report. 

The intermediate stations are, Lansdowne-road, Sydney Parade, Booterstown, 
Blackrock, Seapoint, and SalthiU. These are certainly, one and all, more or less 
deficient in the accommodation, as regards waiting rooms, water-c.osets, an 
platform shelter, which might be reasonably expected on a line having a very 
large suburban and pleasure traffic. . . 

M ith the exception of Lansdowne-road (where the front of the shed is glaz - 3 
the shelter on the down platform consists merely of an open shed; at Boo ers- 
town there is no ladies’ waiting room, no water-closets or urinals (the absence 
M7. a 4 of 
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of the latter due it is said to the want of a drainage system in the townsV 
about to be remedied). P’ 

The platforms at all these stations, except Lansdowne-road, vary fr oni 
1 ft. 7 in. to 1 ft. 10 in. above the rail level, and as most of the carriages have 
only one step (a continuous footboard), considerable difficulty is experienced by 
infirm people in stepping in and out of the carriages. * 

There are no bridges or subways for communication between the platforms at 
any of the stations, a constant source of danger, particularly at Booterstown 
where the up and down trains are timed to meet. There are, moreover, public 
road level crossings at Lansdowne-road and Sydney Parade, making safe means 
for crossing the hues all the more necessary. 

3. The Bad Condition of much of the Rolling Stock , and the Insufficiency of the 
Number of Fij'st and Second Class Carriages. 

As the weather happened to be fine during the period of my inquiry, I had 
no means of personally ascertaining whether the allegations as to the leaky 
condition of some of the carriages were correct ; but as a proportion of the car- 
riages in use on the line consists of very old stock, I have no reason to doubt 
that many of the complaints on this head are substantially true. Complaints 
were made about the narrow space between the seats of some of the second- 
class carriages, and these are, 1 am informed, being converted into third-class 
carriages as quickly as possible. It would be far better, I submit, to alter their 
construction, or to get rid of them altogether. 

I saw nothing to call for particular attention in the state of the carriages 
which I inspected, but it is quite possible that a little extra care may have been 
bestowed in keeping them clean in expectation of and during my visit. 

I append a statement of the numbers of the various classes of carriages in 
habitual use on the line. 

First-class carriages - - - 39 (25 of these supplied or renewed since the 

year 1860.) 

First and second class composite, 8 (3 of these supplied since 1869.) 

Second-class carriages - - 56 (29 supplied since 1863.) 

Third-class carriages - . - 49 (18 of these supplied since 1875, and 14 

converted from second into third class' in 
1877 and 1878). 

It might be supposed that with proper arrangements this amount of first and 
second class carriages ought to be sufficient to provide for emergencies, without 
compelling first and second class passengers to travel in third-class carriages, 
as is stated to be frequently the case in times of pressure ; but if not, additional 
first and second class carriages should be supplied. 

Complaints were made of stiff door handles, a matter, of course, admitting of 
easy remedy. 

4. The High Character of the Fares as compared with those charged on Suburban 
Lines carrying a somewhat similar Traffic. 

The complaint as to high fares was the one most dwelt upon by the majority 
ot the witnesses, and I append several elaborate statements which were handed 
to me confirmatory of the views entertained upon this head. 

ihe complaints refer both to ordinary and season or contract tickets, but 
principally with regard to the latter. 

It was contended by one of the witnesses that under the terms of the Act 
9 & 10 Viet. c. 213, by which in 1856 the present company had obtained the 
lease or the Dublin and Kingstown Railway, they were bound by Section 40 to 
work the line ef more efficiently and beneficially for the public,” whereas they 
had been continuously from the year 1856 violating that obligation, as shown- 
by tlie following facts : — 

i^ n I third-class return tickets from Dublin to Kingstown, before 7 a.m., 
could be obtained for 6d. ; in 1857 the price was increased to 8 d. This pri - 
vilege had been since abolished, and a uniform charge of 10 c?. now made at all 
hours of the day. Similar advantages afforded to second-class passengers have 
also been done away with : a great hardship having been thus inflicted upon 
workmen and bathers. 

2. In 
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2, In 1856 the second class single fare from Dublin to Kingstown (six miles) 
was 8 d . ; in 1857 it was increased to 9d., at which it now remains. 

The first and second class return tickets between Dublin and Kingstown 
and Dublin and Salthill have also been increased by sums ranging between 
3 d. and 1 d. 

3. Subscription Tickets .— Previously to 1865 tickets for youths were, issued at 
half price up to the age of 21 ; in 1865 the age was reduced to 18 ; in 1866 to 
14 ; in 1869, and up to the present time the age has been 15. 

Prior to 1865 governesses’ annual tickets were issued at 4 1. 10 5. from 
Dublin to Kingstown ; in 1865 the charge was increased to, and now is, 6 1 . ; 
and similarly with governesses’ tickets for other periods and distances. 

Up to October 1866, subscribers’ servants were allowed third-class subscrip- 
tion tickets, a privilege now removed. 

Up to 1865, 2 subscribers in same family were allowed a discount of 10 p’ ct. 



3 15 

4 - - - 20 

5 --------- 25 



Now, and for some years previously, 3 or more subscribers, 15 „ 

A deposit on subscribers’ tickets was not required under the old company, 
but is now. 

No cloak-room charge for parcels was formerly made, but is now. 

4 . An uniform charge of 6 d. is now made for dogs, instead of g d. a mile, as 
prescribed by the Act. 

Complaints were also brought forward as to the high rates of some of the 
intermediate fares. 



The following Table shows the Charges made upon the Dublin and Kingstown Railway in comparison with 
Charges for nearly similar Distances on another portion of the Dublin, Wicklow, and Wexford Railway, 
and on several English, Scotch, and Irish lines, having, in some cases, analogous features with the 

T r: x m /v ° ° 



Dublin and Kingstown Traffic. 



Annual Tickets. 


1st Class. 


2nd Class. 


£. s. d. 


£. s. d. 


14 - - 


12 - - 


10 - - 


8 - - 


9 - - 


7 - - 


10 10 - 


6 10 - 


11 5 - 


7 10 - 


10 - - 


7 - - 


8 10 - 




11 - - 


7 10 - 


12 - - 


9 - - 


13 - - 


9 15 - 


12 - - 


9 - - 


0 10 - 


5 17 - 


10 - - 


8 - - 


9 - - 




9 10 - 


8 - - 



Dublin, Wicklow, end Wesford 
Railway : 

Dublin and Kingstown (West- 
land -row). 

Dublin to Foxrock (Harcourt- 
street). 

and North Western - 
^ondon, Brighton, and South Coast - 
weat Eastern - 
Great Northern . 

Midland ______ 

London, Chatham, and Dover - 



^iorth Eastern : 

Newcastle and Tynemouth (8 miles 
31 chains). 

^eweasdeto North Shields (7 miles 

Caleloni hain8) ' 



plywood, and Bangor 
tferford and Tramore ( 7 * miles) - 

IWe (*■**■* 
G 'SbiL°“ her ° “ d We!tern (from 



l - 

- 9 

- 10 
- 10 
- 10 
1 2 

1 3 

1 - 

1 - 
- 10 
1 - 



13 rd Class.] 1st Class. pndClasa. 3rd Class. 



Return Tickets. 



1 6 
1 1 



1 - 
- 10 



1 - 
1 3 



1 3 
- 11 



- 10 
- 10 



- 10 
- 7 



- 10 
- 10 



3 47 - 
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It appears, therefore, 1st, that having regard to lines of somewhat analogous 
character, both in England, Scotland, and Ireland ; 2nd, having regard to the 
terms of the Act of 1856, by which the present company were empowered to lease 
the Dublin and Kingstown line, and work it “ more efficiently and beneficially 
for the public,” and, 3rd, having regard to the fares for annual tickets charged 
upon the Harcourt-street and Bray section of this company’s line, the fares 
(especially for season tickets) are unreasonably high. 



5. The Construction and Condition of certain Under Bridges over Streets in the 
City of Dublin. 



The bridges complained of are those over Sand with -street, Cumberland-street 
Erne-street, and Great Clarence-street. These bridges are all substantially con- 
structed of masonry, and with the exception of Cumberland-street, consist of 
a central span varying from 24 feet to 35 feet in width, and of a central height 
of from 16 feet to 12 feet over the roadway, and of two side openings for foot- 
paths 7\ feet to G feet wide and 7i to 7 feet high. The bridge over Cumberland- 
street is a single arch 33 feet wide and 12 feet high in the centre. 

Owing to the narrowness, lowness, and length of the arched footways, they 
are complained of as being dark, receptacles for filth, and the resort of bad 
characters ; and owing to the lowness of the . main arch over Clarence-street, 
the road has had to be dipped, and is consequently so low that in heavy rain the 
storm water cannot get away. 

It is also matter of complaint that water percolates through the arches in wet 
weather, and is continually dripping. 

These complaints are no doubt well-founded, but I think the condition of the 
footways might be much improved by careful scavenging, good police super- 
vision, and by gaslights judiciously placed. 

There is no means of remedying the deficient head-room over the carriage- 
way, save by re-construction. 

The company could, I imagine, be compelled to rectify the nuisance arising 
from the arches not being watertight. 

In addition to the foregoing five main heads of complaint, other minor ones 
were raised as to want of goods accommodation, excessive charges for parcels, 
want of cleanliness at the stations, Ac., into which I think it hardly necessary to 

Briefly to. recapitulate, it appears that with regard to want of reasonable 
accommodation at the roadside stations (including subways or overbridges), 
to the low height of some of the platforms* and to the state of some portion 
Jr u rol m S stoc k’ the complaints are well-founded ; and that in a line of 
the character of that under consideration— connecting the metropolis of the 
country with its favourite watering-place, and allowed moreover to be in 
a most prosperous financial condition — the public have a right to expect 
accommodation of a superior character both with regard to stations and 
carriages. ° 



The Secretary, 

Railway Department, Board of Trade. 



I am, &e. 

(signed) C. Hutchinson, 

Major General, r.e, 
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Enclosure 1 in No. 12. 



The Management of the Kingstown Railway. 



At 12 o’clock, 15 March 1878, Major General 
Hutchinson opened an inquiry, on behalf of the 
Board of Trade into the management of the 
Kingstown branch of the Dublin, Wicklow, and 
Wexford Railway, in the Council Chamber, City 

Hall. , , , . . 

Amono- those who attended the inquiry were, 
the Rioiit Hon. the Lord Mayor, Alderman Fry, 
j.p. ; Alderman Hands; M. A. O’Neill, t.c. ; 
Mr. * Dawson, T.C. ; Mr. Dockrell, T.C. ; Mr. 
Sykes, T.C. ; Sir John Barrington, T.c.; Edward 
Kinalian, p.L. ; Dr. Norwood, Dr. Mapother, 
Mr. Frederick Pirn, Mr. Byrne, T.c. ; Dr. Long, 
Mr. Robinson, T.c. Of the officials connected 
with the railway company there were present 
Mr. Maxwell, Mr. Payne, traffic manager ; Mr. 
Smith, engineer. 

Mr. F. Macdonogh, Q.C., instructed by Mr. G. 
Keogh, appeared for the railway company. 

The directors of the company in attendance 
weie, Mr. Foot, chairman ; Mr. Richard Martin, 
Mr. Stirling, and Mr. A. A. Armstrong. 

Major General Hutchinson.'] You are probably 
aware that the reason I appear here is in conse- 
quence of a letter which was addressed on the 
21st February by Mr. Maurice Brooks, one of 
the Members of the city of Dublin, to the Board 
of Trade, which I had probably better read, as 
the commencement of the proceedings: — 

To the Right Hon. Sir Charles Aclderley , 
President of the Board of Trade. 

“ Sir, “ 21 February 1878. 

“ As Parliamentary representative of the City 
of Dublin, I feel it to be my duty to bring under 
the notice of the Board of Trade certain causes 
of complaint against the Dublin and Wicklow 
Railway Company, of which the inhabitants of 
Dublin, Kingstown, and the intermediate stations 
complain. The stations generally are insuffi- 
cient as to size. The principal station or termi- 
nus at Westland-row, Dublin, was constructed 
45 years ago for a traffic of six miles. It has 
not since been enlarged to meet the require- 
ment of a line now extending to the whole south- 
east of Ireland, and the vastly increased traffic 
which the Holyhead Royal Mail Steam Service 
has created. It is wanting in space and shelter 
for passengers waiting the arrival or departure 
of trains. The accommodation for private or 
hackney carriages in waiting is totally insufficient, 
and no shelter of any kind from weather is pro- 
vided. The porters, whose duty it is to carry 
the passengers’ baggage, are generally without 
uniform, a distinctive indication that they are for 
the gratuitous service of passengers. There are 
no seats, and no waiting rooms contiguous to the 
place where passengers are compelled to wait 
while their baggage from Holyhead and else- 
V where is sorted. The wayside stations are defi- 
cient in crossing bridges, shelter from weather, 
seats, and decent accommodation; and that at 
Booterstown, whei’e the up trains and down 
trains are timed to arrive simultaneously every 
half hour, is not* provided with any bridge, al- 
though all passengers both by up trains and down 
trains are compelled to pass through the up-line 
gate, the down-line passengers being detained 
till the up-line train has departed. Many pas- 
senger carriages are so old and dilapidated that 

Hi- 



the timber of roofs, floors, doors, &c., admit both 
wind and rain to an extent dangerous to the 
health and clothing of passengers, and are offen- 
sively dirty and neglected. The carriage stock 
is deficient in number, and frequently crowded 
to excess. First-class passengers are not un- 
commonly, on the most ordinary occasions, obliged 
to travel in the offensively dirty and neglected 
carriages of the third class. Holders of first and 
second class subscription tickets find much reason 
to complain on this head. The monopoly pos- 
sessed by the Dublin and Wicklow Company has 
enabled it to maintain a scale of fares very much 
in excess of the fares on lines of a similar subur- 
ban character in other parts of the United King- 
dom. They are now higher than at any other 
time during the 45 years’ existence of the rail- 
way, although the number of passengers has, 
owing to the development of Kingstown, the 
other wayside townships, and the extension of 
the line to Wicklow, Wexford, &c., been enor- 
mously increased. I respectfully beg that the 
Board of Trade will cause an official inquiry to 
be made with the foregoing causes of complaint, 
with a view to providing remedies. 

“ I have, &c. 

(signed) “ Maurice Brooks .” 

In consequence of that letter it was decided 
by the Board of Trade that action should be 
taken, and accordingly my appointment was made 
in these terms : — “ LetMajor General Hutchinson 
inquire into and report on the present state and 
condition of the Dublin section of the Dublin, 
Wicklow, and Wexford Railway.” That appeared, 
on the face of it, merely to be a direction to 
inquire personally into the complaints made by 
Mr. Brooks, but in consequence of a further com- 
munication from that gentleman the scope of the 
inquiry was extended. The communication I 
allude to was in these terms — 

« Si Vj “ 9 March. 

“ With reference to the letter of the 26th 
instant, I shall be much obliged if you can in- 
form me when it is the intention of Major General 
Hutchinson to commence the inquiry referred to, 
and if any opportunity will be afforded to the 
Corporation of the City oi Dublin of ottering 
evidence. 

“ I am, &c. 

(signed) “ Maurice Brooks.'” 



m consequence of that letter the Board of Trade 
ostructed me to hold this inquiry, and informed 
he corporation and Mr. Brooks of the fact. The 
loints to which the inquiry appears to be directed 
.re fourfold; first, as regards the Westland-row 
tation, its want of accommodation and shelter 
or persons in waiting, &c. ; secondly, as to the 
rayside stations, their deficiency ot accommo- 
lation and the want of crossing bridges, particu- 
arly at Booterstown, where the half-hourly trams 
aeet ; thirdly, as to the condition of the rolling 
tock, manv of the carriages being said to be old 
tnd dilapidated; and fourthly, the question as 
> fares ; that the fares are higher than on any 
milar suburban line. It is on these four heads 
iat I shall receive evidence, and that may be 
’ uy member as a moutli- 
their private capacity, 
and 
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and the company will have the opportunity of 
replying and giving such evidence as they think 
proper. 

Mr. Anthony O'Neill , T.C.] Are we to under- 
stand that your inquiry terminates at Kingstown, 
or does it extend to Dalle ey ? 

Major General Hutchinson.) It terminates at 
Kingstown. 

Mr. O'Neill.'] I am here as chairman of the 
Dalkey township — 

Major General Hutchinson.] That is clearly 
outside the scope of my inquiry. 

Mr. Macdonogh , Q.c., said the subject matter 
of the inquiry had been very properly laid down, 
hut with regard to the fare question lie wished to 
say that that was a matter entirely regulated by 
statute law; that the Legislature of the United 
Kingdom had decided as to the amount of fares 
which it was competent for the company to 
charge ; and that it was a question entirely 
within the authority of the law. Mr. Brooks, 
as a Member of the House, could introduce into 
Parliament any Bill which he should think fit; 
hut iu the meantime he had no right to challenge 
an inquiry here on that head. 

Major General Hutchinson.] I think the ques- 
tion is open to me to take evidence upon the 
point as to whether the fares on this line are 
larger than on suburban lines elsewhere. 

Mr. Macdonogh. said this was not a suburban 
line, but portion of a line traversing the entire 
south-east of Ireland. 

Alderman Harris said it was only on Monday 
last that they learned that they were to he 
favoured with this inquiry, and Mr. Brooks had, 
in a private letter to him, stated that lie would he 
anxious to be present at it. Mr. Brooks had 
taken great trouble in connection with the matter, 
and was more familiar with it than any other 
member of the Corporation. Important engage- 
ments prevented Mr. Brooks from attending to- 
day, and he (Alderman Harris) would, under the 
circumstances, suggest that an adjournment 
should take place, if possible until next week, 
until Wednesday, or failing that, that after any 
evidence that might be taken, the inquiry 
should he allowed to stand over until Wednes- 
day next. 

Major General Hutchinson said Mr. Brooks 
had not expressed any personal wish to he pre- 
sent at the inquiry, hut, so far as he could sec, 
simply that the Corporation should he heard. It 
was only that morning or yesterday that he had 
heard by telegram that he wished personally to 
attend. He did not think it would be right to 
adjourn without taking some evidence and hear- 
ing any . remarks the company might have to 
make on it. 

Alderman Harris said he did not gather from 
Major General Hutchinson whether or not it was 
his intention to . include within the scope of his 
inquiry the consideration of the character of the 
bridges of the Kingstown line which passed over 
the streets and important thoroughfares of the 
city. In his opinion it was fully within his power 
to enter into this question. 

Major General Hutchinson said he did not 
think the matter mentioned by Alderman Harris 
came within the instructions under which he acted. 

Alderman Harris said the members of the Cor- 
poration considered this point a very important 
one. He would ask the commissioner to consider 
if his powers would not be sufficient to embrace 
these matters. 

Major General Hutchinson observed that the 



scope of the present inquiry ivns as to accommo- 
dation, and not as to the state of the works 
Mr. J Byrne, T.c said it would bo corneous 
to Mr. Brooks, who had taken such an interest 
in tlic subject, if the inquiry were adjourned for 
his attendance. 



Major General Hutchinson said the better plan 
would be, if the inquiry was adjourned after 
sonic evidence was taken, to inform the Board' of 
Trade of the observations of the members of the 
Corporation regarding the bridges question, and 
lie could then learn whether it was wished that 
he should inquire into the state of the bridges. 

Mr. Macdonogh , Q.c., said there had not been 
any complaint on the part of that highly respect- 
able body the Corporation. There had only 
been individual expressions of opinion. 

Mr. Byrne said they did not appear there 
merely as members of the Corporation in their 
individual capacity ; they had been named to come 
there on behalf of the special committee to whom 
the subject had been referred by the Corpora- 
tion. 

Mr. Dawson thought it right, to explain that 
Mr. Brooks had never intended that the Corpora- 
tion were to become the antagonists or accusers 
of the railway company. Ilia object was that 
when an inquiry into the shortcomings of the rail- 
way was ordered by the Board of Trade any in- 
formation that individual members or officials of 
the Corporation could give they should come for- 
ward and offer. It was not an inquiry on behalf 
of the Corporation at all. 

Alderman Harris said, as far as the Corporation 
was concerned, the chief thing he was interested 
in was the amelioration of the bridges through the 
municipality, which, though they might have done 
very well 30 or 40 years ago, were certainly not 
fitted for the requirements of the present time in 
a large city. With reference to the fares and 
the accommodation, he thought these were matters 
as to which gentlemen living along the line who 
had cause of complaint should come forward and 
sustain the numerous complaints that had been 
made against the management of the line. He 
for ono was not willing to put himself forward as 
their spokesman in antagonism to the company, 
but he respectfully suggested that it would be 
only fair to Mr. Brooks, after hearing any evi- 
dence that might he offered to-day, to adjourn, 
until Wednesday. 

Mr. Dawson called attention to the circum- 
stance that the intimation of this inquiry from the 
Board of Trade to the Corporation was dated 12th 
March, and this was only the 15th, and it would 
be quite impossible for the Corporation within 
that time to be prepared with evidence compar- 
ing the rates upon the Kingstown line with those 
charged for similar distances on the London 
suburban railways. 

Mr. Frederick W. Pim said he did not expect 
to have been asked to take a prominent part m 
this investigation, but he was quite prepared to- 
do so. . , 

Major General Hutchinson asked him. to ad- 
dress himself to the different points in Mr. 
Brooks’ letter, the condition of Westland-xow 
and the road-side stations generally, and the 
fares ? 

Mr. Pim said he was about to say.the r ® aSon 
he appeared here was that he did write a lettei 
to the papers when Mr. Brooks made. the applica- 
tion to the Board of Trade for this inquiry sup- 
porting it, and he thought it only his duty 
come here where he could be cross-examine 

necessary 
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necessary, and say in the presence of the officials i 
and directors of the company what he had said m i 
the newspapers. He disavowed any particular 
antagonism to the company, quite the reverse. ; 
If he had had longer notice of the inquiry lie 
might have got some information about the fares, 
which were considered very high ; in fact, he in- ■ 
tended to have gone to London and made hinisclt 
up on the subject. He only wished to make that ex- 
planation, because from want of time there would 
be a °reat deal of imperfection in the evidence. 

Major General Hutchinson.] Then it is the fares 
you wish to give evidence about ? 

J Mr. Pirn.] No, it is not. I am just excusing 
myself from going into tliat point on the ground 
that I have not had time to malic it up. At the 
same time my opinion is that if the company gave 
us reasonable facilities and accommodation, and 
made the line otherwise attractive there would be 
little grumbling about the fares. If I were a 
director I would not attack the question of re- 
ducing fares. I would try to accommodate the 
public in other ways ; my belief is that the reason 
the fares are felt so strongly is because the accom- 
modation got for them is so bad, and that if we 
got proper accommodation there would be little 
grumbling about the fares. I think at the same 
time, as regards third-class passengers, they are 
very high, and a great deal might be done to in- 
crease the attractions of the line by facilitating 
third-class passengers by a reduction o£ fares. 
With regard to the accommodation, the first thing 
that struck him as very bad was the station at 
Westland-row ; in fact, its defects were so well 
known, and the directors were now so perfectly 
alive to them, that it would be quite absurd to 
dwell upon them. He did not suppose that any 
official of the company would deny that Westland- 
row station was totally inadequate to the traffic 
passing through it. 

Major General Hutchinson said lie believed it 
was contemplated very shortly to improve West- 
land-road station ; he understood that the plans 
were prepared and tenders called for, so that he 
supposed they might consider Westland-row as 
now really taken out of the causes of complaint. 
He wished to know in what time the work was 
likely to be begun ? 

Mr. Smith.'] On 10th April it is to be begun. 

Major General Hutchinson.] I think, therefore, 
we need not go very largely into that, but may 
take it as dealt with. 

• Mr. Pirn.] No doubt it would be quite absurd 
to dwell on it. Well, at Kingstown, the next 
most important station on this line, lie did not 
think the accommodation at all sufficient. 

Major General Hutchinson.] Please to state 
your views about Kingstown. 

Mr. Pm.] On the departure platform _ for 
Dublin, where passengers were shut up possibly 
for a considerable time, there was a totally in- 
sufficient supply of seats to begin with. There 
was a very small room heated, but for the bulk 
of the passengers there was no heat, and the ac- 
commodation was nothing like what it ought to 
be ; the place where they had to stay was under 
a roof, but it was an open pen. At the other 
platform, used for the Bray line, there was only a 
very small shed for the shelter of passengers, quite 
open to the rain, and to the south-westerly wind. 
There was no division between first and second class 
passengers, and there was only an open platform 
with a small shed on it At Salthill and Booters- 
town, which stations were almost exactly alike 
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in plan and arrangement, the waiting rooms 
and booking office were very insufficient. The 
booking office and doors were constantly littered 
with parcels and hampers, and a variety of things. 

It was not at all uncommon to find a form, or a 
big parcel, right across the. door they were going 
out. through. It was only the other day he found 
a stool placed outside the exit door, so that the 
first person coming out was. as likely as not to 
tumble over it. These were the kind of things 
that appeared never to be looked after, and 
which the public were perpetually grumbling 
about. There was no proper sanitary accommo- 
dation with regard to closets. At Salthill it was 
positively disgraceful, and at Booterstown it was 
quite as bad. At Blackrock there was a new 
one, and things were not quite so bad ; but the 
old one for third-class passengers was of the very 
worst description. On the down side, at Salt- 
hill, and indeed at all the stations, there was, 
practically, almost no shelter whatever ; the 
stations were quite open ; there was a little shed 
separated from the platform by a railing, the 
door to which was generally locked. He had 
been told that some people wrote to the news- 
papers that upon wet nights the porter had in- 
structions to allow the door to remain open. He. 
could only say he did not know how a passenger 
landing there at night could find his way to get 
any shelter. 

Major General Hutchinson said there was a 
glass front to the shelter shed at the Lansdowne- 
road station. 

Mr. Pirn.] I do not know whether it is the 
fact, but I have been told that Lausdowne-road 
station was not built by the company at all. 
At Blackrock the booking office was as cramped 
and miserable as such a place could be. It 
was very small ; he did not suppose it was 
more than 1 2 feet by seven, and the passengers 
had all to enter by one door. There was, in 
fact, no accommodation there at all. Of course, 
Major General Hutchinson must have seen those 
things himself. 

Major General Hutchinson.] Oh, yes, I have 
seen them. . 

Mr. Pirn said ladies had complained to lmn ot the 
state of the waiting-room at Blackrock. There 
was only one waiting-room, having two doors, 
through which all the passengers had to pass; 
it was so excessively draughty as to be positively 
dangerous to health. He might say that some 
time ago the closet accommodation was brought 
under the notice of the Sanitary Association as 
being bad, and he went and inspected the ac- 
commodation in the ladies’ waiting-room, and 
found it even worse than that for gentlemen. 
The third-class waiting-room at Blackrock was- 
extremely bad, and extremely dirty. _ 

Major General Hutchinson.] That is the ge- 
neral waiting-room ? . .. , 

Mr. jPini.J The general third-class waiting- 
room, used also by the porters, and it is often 
very crowded. But the general complaint with 
regard to the stations was that on the down side 
there was not sufficient, indeed there was almost 
no shelter, and that on the up side it was not at 
all adequate to the crowds that used the line, 
especially in comparison to the length ot the 
trains. -The trains were very long; both the 
carriages and the couplings, and the sheds tor 
sheltering passengers were so exceedingly short,, 
that they had a long distance to travel on winter 
mornings between the end of the shelter ^nd 
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their carriages. The platforms were almost 
everywhere a great deal too low in comparison 
with the height of the steps of the carriages. 

Major General Hutchinson.'] Do you know 
what height they are ? 

Mr. Pirn said he never measured them, but he 
knew it was a very considerable step from the 
platform into the carriage, so that infirm persons 
had very great difficulty in getting in and out of 
the carriages. He travelled the previous even- 
ing with a gentleman who had great difficulty in 
getting in at Seapoint station ; it was a very 
Tong step, and the step was placed under the 
body of the carriage in a most awkward way. 
A great friend of his, who was a martyr to 
rheumatic gout., used to find it a great exertion 
to make this step into the carriage, and he was 
obliged for years to have the porter to help him. 
But the fact was that the raising of the platform 
would involve bridges ; without building bridges 
across the line it would be impossible to raise 
the platform, for people could not cross the line, 
and he expected that was the real difficulty 
about it. 



Major General Hutchinson said there was also 
a difficulty about raising the platforms with refer- 
ence to the floors of the waiting-rooms. 

Mr. Pm.] That was a very little difficulty on 
the down platform. The want of bridges was one 
of the very points Mr. Brooks alluded to, and it 
was, in fact, a very serious and indeed a very 
dangerous state of things with the frequency of 
trains. With regard to that, there was a bridge 
at Black rock, a little distance from the station, 
as he believed, for the purpose of entering the 
road on the level. That would be a convenience, 
but the gate at the foot of it was locked, and pas- 
sengers could not get out. That was done he 
believed to save the wages of the man who should 
mind it. But probably he ought not to give 
reasons for those things ; the facts were sufficient. 
At all events, the gate was locked, and the pas- 
sengers must wait until the train had passed, and 
cross the line behind it. Crossing a railway be- 
hind trains was, in his opinion, most dangerous. 
He was himself very near losing his life at Salt- 
mil while crossing, and he knew two cases of 
persons who were killed in that way, one of which 
cases was at present before the House of Lords. 
Another thing of which he complained, and which 
he thought the directors would be very wise if 
thev attended to, was the want of access to the 
statmns. There was a bridge at Seapoint to 
which access was through a private gate. A con- 
siderable number of persons bad got keys, be did 
not know how, but they were able to get out, and 
it was a considerable short-cut, but the general 
passengers could not use it. He thought it a 
great pity, when the bridge was there, that it was 
not made use of. It would, perhaps, save the 
necessity of building another bridge. 

Major General Hutchinson.] Do you allude to 
any special station with reference to bridges or 
does your evidence apply to all of them?' ’ 

1 think it; a Pplies nearly equally to 
all ; at Booterstown especially, where I believe 
they are going to build a bridge. But it applies 
almost equally to all. There was now a pasLge 
under the railway at Lansdowne-road. Now 
with regard to the carriages, everybody was com- 
plaining of the dirt of them. It was only fair to 
say that within the last three months there had 
been a very considerable improvement in this re- 
spect, which he believed, dated from before 



Mr. Brooks’ letter to the Board of Trade, and was 

not introduced since. 

Major General Plutchiuson said Mr. Brooks’ 
letter was dated in February, so that if the im- 
provement commenced three months a^o it 
could not certainly be attributed to Mr. Brooks’ 
letter. 



. Mr. Pirn said he bad been accused of exaggera- 
tion in respect of the state of things before* this 
improvement. He had got into a carriage at half- 
past eight o’clock in the morning in winch some- 
body had been sick the previous night, and though 
the carriage must have made two journeys back- 
wards and forwards, nobody bad discovered the 
fact at half-past eight o’clock in the morning. It 
was a common thing to find a first-class carriage 
not a smoking carriage, which it could be observed 
from the cigar ends and signs of expectoration 
around, had been used for smoking by travellers 
by tlie late trains the previous night, and they had 
not been cleaned before half-past eight o’clock in 
the morning. Another thing he had to complain 
of very much was the want of light. The lamps 
were excessively bad in most of the carnages. In 
the carriage he travelled in on the previous even- 
ing (and it was quite a common specimen) the 
glass of the lamp was half full of oil, and the light 
so exceedingly dim that somebody remarked the 
“Evening Mail” would have au action against the 
company for not giving proper light, because 
there was really no use in buying an evening 
paper when there was no light to read it. It 
was also very common to have a leakage of oil 
down through the carriage, and the stoppers were 
very seldom put into them. When he complained 
of the company having converted second-class into 
first-class carriages, he had been told since on some 
authority that they never converted any except 
one, and that that was the whim of the late Mr. 
Dargan. He could only say if that was so, lie 
should cease to believe in the doctrine of evolution, 
for there was all the evidence of conversion 
about- the first-class carriages. But if that was 
true, it was still more disreputable, for there might 
be some excuse for converting a second-class car- 
riage into a first at a pinch, but for anybody 
deliberately to go and build such first-class 
carriages was most amusing. The carriages 
could only reasonably bold three on one side, 
but it was usual to put in four. They were nar- 
row between the seats, extremely low, and unpro- 
vided with nets. Some of them had two compart- 
ments together, opening into one another. People 
who were constantly travelling up and down the 
line, meeting the same people, liked to get together 
in cliques, and when they were put into a second- 
class compartment they did not like to have every 
word they said heard in the next compartment. 
These were all small matters, and might seem 
trifling, hut they were the things the public were 
grumbling about for years, and be thought it 
better be should state them openly here than 
be merely grumbling about it in the carriages. 
The construction of the carriages, as a rule, he be- 
lieved to be very insufficient. If it were a fact that 
any second-class carriages had been converted into 
first class they were bad enough, but if some ot the 
first-class carriages had been built as such it was 
worse. More people were' obliged to occupy 
seats in the carriages than they should properly 
be expected to accommodate. The carriages 
were very low. There were some who liked 
this, but some did not. The draught at the back 
which resulted from the construction of some 
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t i ie carriages was a serious inconvenience. 
He had sometimes to come in by the early : morning 



station. The chief objections he had to urge 

^ w were insufficient accommodation, insufficient 

- • s b etW e e n six and seven in^the winter, and the supply of carriages, and overcrowding in the 
tram jj^twas most inadequate. Tn fact he morning and evening trains. He wished to make 
P ft°enwas quite unable when coming in by the early one remark ; there were a great many things he 
0Ice . t l ra i u3 to read the newspaper, so bad may have exaggerated, but he would be very 
m011 the lio-ht In such cases, when travelling by sorry that any one connected with the company 
tWe mornino- trains, he observed that very often should think he had any ill-will in the matter, 
rmlv one compartment was lighted ; the rest were To Mr. Macdonogh.] I wrote the document I 
all in darkness. He thought if people travelled by have been using the day before last, 
those early trains they were entitled to light just You say your objections may be exaggerated ; 
well as at any other time, but the rule was to that is what you said ?— Yes, slightly. 

have one lamp for the first-class and one for the Did you complain to either the manager 



second-class. The converted second-class carriages 
were very small and narrow, especially the saloon 
carriages as they were called; so narrow were they 
thatwhen people were sitting on each side near the 
door it was very difficult to pass between them 
to take a seat. He considered carriages No. 35 
and 38, though new, very uncomfortable to travel 
in. The one lie travelled in this morning, No. 
27 is a very good one, if it was always kept 
clean. Another thing he wished to mention was 
this: that in the evening the trains were over- 



or secretary ? — No, I have not. The porters are 
civil. 

But they indulge in the American habit of 
spitting? — Yes. 

And you think they ought to be provided with 
spittoons. Have you ever been at the- Crystal 
Palace when a great number of people dine there ; 
when crowds of respectable people have to get 
into third-class carriages when returning home ? 
— I don’t think I can remember that. I think 
it would be a matter of policy to make special 



crowded from want of sufficient accommodation, provision in the ease of concerts and special 
He had often seen in the guard’s van 15 or 20 entertainments. 

people, who had been unable to get seats else- Mr. J. J. Robimon, T. c., Blackroch, said 
where It appeared to him that sufficient provi- he had been resident at Booterstow n for 
sion was not made in times when concerts and a number of years. He considered the fares 
oneras took place in the city, and when additional ac- toohigh. His servant complained to lnm of being 
commodationoughtto he provided. Another thing obliged to pay so much coming m to see her 
they complained of, was the want of attention shown friends on Sundays. It was n great tax to pay 
to passengers who remained for the end of the 7 d. for a return ticket for four miles. There 
opera, for if they did nut catch the half-past 1 1 was not sufficient sanitary accommodation at 
oLck train they could not get down at all, for Booterstown station. The station itself was in 
the quarter to 12 train did not stop at any of the sSe" 

intervening stations. He must say that the por- 



ters along°the line were civil. He thought the 
station-masters ought to have some badge to dis- 
tinguish them ; at present there was nothing to 
distinguish them from passengers. As to the 
half-past 1 1 o’clock starting so punctually when 



mg from the station was in a disgraceful state, 
full of ruts and ill-lighted. This road or path- 
way was under the control of the company. 

Mr. Inglis said it should be understood. Mr. 
Robinson spoke only in his individual capacity. 

Mr. Charles Daioxon, T.C., also gave evi- 
dence. He referred to the proportionally large 



concerts and operas took place, he might mention • — the fart 

that in one instance when a concert had taken fares charged on the 

place -a concert which it was well known would that a deposit o s. * 1 , 

take place, and which was even advertised on the season tickets. ^ ® ° not available for 

company’s line — the accommodation made was by ship that return , 

no means sufficient, and a large number of first- the second Ary Tilth ‘^XevcrA 7s done 
class season ticket-holders travelled second-class, vow station, he hoped d “ h 

In such a ease as that extra provision ought surely care would be taken to have the Whets of he 
to be made. A complaint he had to make was present structure pointed them “the 

this, as to the porters; they had the curious new. The ™ting-room 

practice of standing behind the railings at West- altogether madequa e, p y „ ^ 

land-row, and occupied themselves” constantly Dawson also mentioned that the ^rat fag' rf the 
spitting. The practice of the porters was to second-cUss _ carnages was most 
stand at the doors, where they actually jostled The station in use a * pc i anc i w h en the 

the passengers, and he had escaped with difficulty side ^bad* was particularly unpleasant, 
B/tW “very civil porters! E^beffig absolutely n ? o sbeher. As to the 

Mr. Pirn ] if believe my statement P can be — Ifth^^^ 
borne out by passengers. make against tuo , “ attentive 

Major General AteSmsom] Could yon sug- to be subscribers, but 

Mrt p“!.] 7 i think they ought to be provided when strangers 
with spittoons. Another thing he would suggest the want ot orgMiw • third-class°so that 
was this: though the distance was so short, it would were bad. He i . taken cum qrano 

be a great convenience to have foot warmers, in what lie said 

the cold weather. He believed every decent line salts ; but the thir others to be found 

in the country was provided with them. In any be utterly the SSat 

case, he believed it would pay. Some of the por- ^Wertern. The dirt of the carriages 

ters at the roadside stations were not m uniform , bouthern and vy , i carriages 

he did not know why that was. There was no dis- was very great. Some >e 

tinctivemark on the station-masters by which they were a long tame J r j ss j n «.i > ridge8 at stations 
were to be known, except at the Lansdowne-road dingy. The. want ot crossing on g ^ 
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lead many people, especially persons of old age, 
into great danger. 

Major General Hutchinson .] Do you refer to 
any station in particular ? 

Mr. Dawson said he referred particularly to 
Boot ers town, but the same remark applied to all 
the stations. There was another matter; not 
immediately under the control of the company, 
hut which might be looked to by them ; and it 
was the condition of the cabs and cars at West- 
land-row station. They were not at all credit- 
able to the city of Dublin. At Kings- bridge the 
officials took the number of any cab or car that 
was particularly bail, and by reporting the matter 
to the police attained the object in view. 

To Mr. Macclonogh.] The porters were never 
rude, but the want of attention, when it was re- 
quired, was almost worse than rudeness He 
was aware that trains were run more frequently 
from Dublin to Kingstown than to Bray, but he 
was not aware that while 55 trains van to and 
from Kingstown (each way) per day, only 18 ran 
each to and from Bray. Of course a large num- 
ber of trains also ran to Bray from Harcourt- 
street. 

Mr. Macdonogh.] There is a better service to 
Kingstown ; hence the larger fare in proportion 
than to Bray. 

Major General Hutchinson .] The greater num- 
ber of trains accounts for the difference iu charge ? 
I never heard of such an arrangement before. 

Mr. Henry Parkinson , Dalkey, said the depar- 
ture platform for Bray at Kingstown required 
some shelter, and what had been suggested was 
to put a roof over the space. At present people 
had frequently to get out in a perfect deluge of 
ram, and before they could reach any shelter 
were wet through. 

Major General Hutchinson.'] You are aware 
that there are to be some new arrangements at 
Kingstown ? 

Mr. Parkinson said he was. He was one of the 
deputation that waited on the board of directors 
on this subject In regard to the carriages, he 
did not go the length of some, who said that they 
were a disgrace; on the contrary, he did not 
think they were very bad as compared with car- 
nages in England. The accommodation for 
•smokers, however, was insufficient, and he would 

at ’ aS if England ’ a whole carriage, 
instead of a small compartment, should be set 
apart for that purpose. 

Major General Hutchinson.} The Metropoli- 
tan companies devote half a carriage to smokers ; 
•merit 6 ° rdmary accomm °dation is a compart- 

Mr. Parkinson added that at Kingstown the 
sanitary accommodation was not so good as it 

SS h e 'i r t ?S n bSC 5 P ? 0Ilf “ 1 ' es had bem long 
felt to be too high, and the fact that no reductioS 
jvos made when a second season ticket was taken 

families &m ' ly pi ' eS3ed ver}_ heavil 5' on beads of 

Ir.*«wdl, secretary to the company! A 
reduction of 15 per cent, is given when a third 
ticket is taken by one family. 

To Mr. AJacdonogU Witness was aware that 
subscribers got all their parcels carried free and 
that no such privilege was accorded on English 
lines. The company had alway been very gene- 
rous iu their accommodation for parcels. 

“ ana s er -] A subscriber in 
\\ icklow might send parcels into Dublin and 
back, parcels of 56 lbs. The company were not 



very particular in letting them go over innil 
Recently one subscriber had taken great offiuT 1 
with him because he would not allow a narceUf 
over 300 lbs. carried free to a subscriber! ° 
Mr. Edward Walpole, jun. ( Monkstowu), wished 
to premise his observations by sayino- that anv 
thing he had to say was in the interests' of the 
railway company, of which he was a shareholder 
Owing to the height of the line at Westland-row 
over the street outside, even in the contemplated 
alterations, stairs would be necessary. He fre 
quently came into town by the 8.30 train in the 
morning, which followed quickly on the mail 
train which brought the papers from England 
and these were so littered about the dark stairs 
as to be exceedingly dangerous to short-sighted 
and old people. The want of organisation at the 
same station was lamentably apparent to every 
regular passenger. He frequently travelled in 
the first-class smoking compartment, and there 
seemed to be a tacit understanding amon* the 
porters that all drunken men should be thrust 
into these. He had frequently heard the porters 
tell persons with second-class tickets, whenever 
there was a slight crush, to go into first-class 
carriages. He had complained of these things to 
the station-master, but could never get any notice 
taken of it. 

To Mr. Macdonoffh.] lie never complained to 
the secretary of the company. He thought the 
station-master the proper person to refer to. He 
did not tell him about the newspapers being lit- 
tered about the stairs 

Mr. Macdonoffh.] But you put that forward as 
the first of your complaints; you object to the 
diffusion of knowledge. 

Mr. Walpole.] Ho; but I object to the diffu- 
sion of knowledge in the dark. 

Mr. Samuel Warren, T.Ci., Sidney-parade, said 
he had been travelling for a number of years be- 
tween W estland-row and Sydney-paradc, both as 
a first and second-class subscriber, and he had 
invariably received the greatest attention from 
the porters, guards, and officials. When he first 
went to reside at Sidney-parade there were seve- 
ral things that required amendment ; for instance, 
there was a very bad station-house, and the trains 
only stopped there every hour. He represented 
those matters to the directors, and they were 
amended. The trains now stop there every half- 
hour, and a comfortable station-house, with 
every proper accommodation, has been erected, 
and was always kept clean and in admirable 
order, a great comfort to persons travelling there. 
He had no complaint to make against the railway 
company in any way. He had always received 
every attention at their hands, and felt that plea- 
sure in bearing testimony to that fact. 

To_Mr. Macdonogh.] He had been in trade in 
Dublin for a number of years, and was a member 
of the corporation. Whenever he complained of 
anything to the directors of this line they granted 
his request. 

To Mr. Pim.] He had found a difficulty in get- 
ting into and out of carriages owing to the lowness 
of the platforms. 

Mr. William D. Waterhouse (Kingstown) 
wished to corroborate all that Mr. Pim had said. 
At Kingstown, just inside as well as outside the 
station, the stones originally set there had been 
so worn away that in wet weather passengers had 
to wade through pools of water collected in cavi- 
ties. He also complained of the insufficient wait- 
ing-room 
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inMOom accommodation there for ladies, and of 
smallness of the carnages. Last night he 
measured one of these-a carnage belonging to 
the old Dublin and Ivmgstown rolling stock— 
and found that it was only 6 feet 2 inches along 
the cushion inside, and that the division between 
the two seats was only 24 inches. The light, too, 
was very bad. Then, even oi these ™>lU»dly 
lit carriages, there were not sufficient. He had 
been compelled, travelling into town by the 
ooti a.m. train, to make the journey three times 
the one week in the guard’s van, tor want of 
proper carriage accommodation. 

To Mr. Macdonogh^ He was aware that there 
were trains at 9.20 a.m., 9.26 a.m., and 9.30. a.m., 
from Kingstown to Dublin. 

Mr. Keith Hallmces, solicitor ( Blackrock), com- 
plained that equal privileges were not granted to 
subscribers on the Kingstown as on the Bray 
( Harcourt-street) line, bubscribers on tne latter 
line could travel for corresponding distances on 
the Kingstown line, while he, a _ subscriber to 
Blackrock, could not travel on his ticket for a 
like distance down the Harcourt-street line. 

Major General Hutchinson did not think that 
a matter within the sphere of this inquiry. 

Mr. Carleton (Monkstown) said that when the 
subscribers complained of high charges the direc- 
tors replied, “ Oh, we find you so many trains, 
we are entitled to chai’ge double what is charged 
out of London.” 



narrow as to be particularly inconvenient and in- 
decent for ladies to be expected to get into them 
while passengers were seated on either side. Mr. 
Orpen also mentioned the state of the pathway 
leading to the station, and the want of arrange- 
ments for carrying parcels to the station. 

Mr. Richard TV. Walsh (Engineer, Dalkey 
Township) gave evidence in respect of the fares 
charged on the Dublin and Kingstown line, and 
those paid on English and Scotch lines for the 
same distance. On the line between Dublin and 
Kingstown — for six miles — the rate charged for 
first-class for one year’s subscription was 14 1. 
On the Caledonian of Scotland it was 6 l. 6 s., 
and on the Midland of England, 8/. 10 s. For 
second-class on the Irish line for the same period 
12 /. was charged ; on the Caledonian line, 51. 5 s., 
and on the Midland of England, 6 l. 10 s. For a 
period of six months on the Dublin and Kings- 
town line, the subscription fifst-class was 
11. 11s. Qd. On the Caledonian it was 
3 1. 8 s. 6 d., and on the Midland of England, 
51. 5 s. Second-class, the fares for the same 
time were — Dublin and Kingstown, 6 l. 10 s. ; 
Caledonian, 2 l. 15 s. ; Midland of England, 4 l. 
For one month the charge here, first-class, was 
1 1. 10 s., on the Caledonian, 15 s. ; second-class, it 
was 1 /. 6 s. and 13 s. respectively. On all the 
English lines second-class carriages were all lined 
with cloth. In those on the Dublin and Kings- 
town line, American cloth was used, which spoiled 
one’s clothes in about a month. It would be 



Mr. Payne.'] That is not the case. 

Mr. Carleton said he understood that the 
charges were double those out of London 

Major General Hutchinson.] No, as I under- 
stand Kingstown is six miles from Dublin, and 
the first-class yearly ticket is 14 1 . ; for six miles 
from Cannon-street I know that the charge is 
14 7. 



quite as economical for them to use proper cover- 
ing, unless the company was in league with the 
tailors. Mr. Walsh also mentioned the fact 
that some wine of his was lost in transit on the 
line, and subsequently one of the porters came 
to him and said that he had been held respon- 
sible, and that he had to pay for the wine. He 
(Mr. Walsh) did not at all like to be obliged to 
take money under these circumstances from a 



Mr. Carleton, referring to the first-class car- 
riage accommodation, said that it was too much 
to squeeze four into each side of the compart- 
ments of the new carriages. As to the porters 
at Westland-row, they were usually collected 
outside like spiders in a web watching for a pas- 
senger, and when one did arrive there was a dis- 
cussion as to whose turn it was. There was a 
total want of supervision in that department. 
Passengers had to complain of the open sewer 
running from Seaport station nearly up to Salt- 
hill — 

Major General Hutchinson.] Have the com- 
pany control over that ? 

Mr. Carleton said that when the Blackrock 
Commissioners asked power to construct a new 
sewer in connection with Kingstown, the com- 
pany required 2,000 1. for the privilege, or a 
yearly rent of 100 1. 

Mr. J. R. Orpen said he wished to confine him- 
self to Booterstown. The station there was, he 
believed, the worst on the whole line, and had 
been for years. There was no ladies’ waiting- 
room — there was no waiting-room provided until 
the past few months. Yery often third-class 
passengers were put into second-class compart- 
ments, to the inconvenience of second-class pas- 
sengers. There were no seats at the station 
(Booterstown), and he had called attention to the 
fact, but without effect. The carriages were so 
147. 



working man. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Macdonogh.] I wrote 
i, letter to the company asking for a tree pass on 
the line such as is granted to county surveyors. 
The letter was as follows : — 

“ 10, South Frederick-street, 

« Si r> 13 November 1877. 

“ I am obliged to travel constantly on your 
railway as engineer to the township of Dalkey, and 
as such I have applied for a season ticket to allow 
me to travel free or at a reduced rate. I was re- 
fused any privilege whatever. Now, I believe 
county surveyors always get free passes on the 
railways through their counties. In England it 
is usual to make special arrangements, and I con- 
sider a township surveyor should he placed on a 
similar footing and to have a free pass on the 
railway through his township. Even the tram- 
ways sive passes to the Dublin engineers, so 
I am asking nothing unusual. I have, besides, 
received rather scant consideration from your 
officials, and having some knowledge of the con- 
struction of vour railway, I believe I can oblige 
you to incur a heavy outlay unless my present 
application receives favourable consideration. 

“I am, & c. _ 

(signed) “ Richard Wr. Walsh. 

“ To "William Maunsell, Esq., 

Secretary of the Dublin, Wicklow, 
and Wexford Railway.” 

c To 
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To this the following reply was made : — 

“Dublin, Wicklow, and Wexford Railway 
Company, Secretary’s Office, 

48, Westland Row, 

“ Sir, 16 November 1877. 

“ I submitted your letter of the 13th instant 
to my directors yesterday. In reply, I am desired 
to say that this company does not grant free 
passes to the surveyors of any of the townships 
through which the railway passes, and the 
directors regret they cannot make an exception 
to this rule in your case. 

“ I am, &c. 

“ (signed) E. W. Maunsell, 

“ Secretary.” 

Mr. Walsh then wrote : — 



“ 10, South Frederick- street, Dublin, 

“ Sir, 16 November 1877. 

“ Your letter of this date to hand in reply to 
mine of the 13th requesting a free pass or some 
reduction on the ordinary train fare. In reply 
I have to say that I shall write to the Board of 
Trade, _ Railway Department, to enforce their 
regulations on your line, the infringement of 
which was near costing me my life ; and as you 
have refused the small favour I asked, you will, 
I apprehend, regret the expense I will be the 
means of causing you. I shall wait for your 
reply to this. 

“ I am, &c. 

“(signed) R. W. Walsh” 



In Dublin and in all the counties in Ireland 
the surveyors were allowed free passes over the 
lines. He wrote the above letters, and had 
narrowly escaped losing his life in consequence 
of the company’s bad arrangements. As to the 
Dalkey line, he would say it was downright 
dangerous. Q 

Major General Hutchinson said that did not 
come within his jurisdiction. 

Mr. T . Sextan next gave evidence. He said 
die company had stealthily raised the fares little 
by little, and what was only 8 d. was now 1 3d. 
The sanitary accommodation at Westland Row 
was infamous, and the carriages of the third- 
clafes were in a terrible state. He had been 
drenched with rain not only in the third-class but 
in the second. Concessions formerly given for 



children going to school had been nearly aWfW 
witnarawn. Return tickets, Dublin tn P, 
third-class, were issued on Saturday even b? 
and were available up to Monday for Is., ve tth°P 
fore to Dalkey, which was only half the distance 
was L. 2d. Mr. Sexton also comufirf 
overcrowding, and of the presence of itineran 
musicians in the carriages. 

Mr. T. P. Karnaugh, solicitor, complained 
that any person resident in Dublin who desired 
to spend the night in ICiugstown would have 
to pay the full fare down and the full fare 
up in the morning, as the company did not "rant 
return tickets available over the night. °The 
carriages ran as a rule all day, and as they were 
not watertight they became so wet that people 
were not able to use them. It was not loncT since 
that the amusement of the gentlemen in one of 
the carriages was swimming paper boats on the 
seats of a second-class compartment in which he 
was a passenger. As to subscribers’ parcels, 
every artifice was resorted to for the purpose of 
victimising the subscribers. They were greatly 
annoyed about their season tickets, and whenever 
they forgot them they had to pay, and if they re- 
quired a refund of, perhaps, a few pence, they 
were obliged to go up to Harcourt Road, and to 
men of business this was harassing. 



Major General Hutchinson said they could not 
complain of that, for it -was brought about by 
their own neglect. 

Mr. Kavunagh • also complained of want of 
shelter at some of the intermediate stations. 



Mr. Thomas Hughes, of Rathgar, complained 
of the want of proper sanitary arrangements. He 
found the porters at Westland Row most civil, 
but he had to pay for the civility, and the more 
he paid the more civil he found them. 



Mr. Milo Buthe said the high fares on the line 
had a very injurious effect on house property. 
The company had been obliged to put on the high 
fares to protect themselves from a bad bargain 
they had made. With a little supervision the 
carriages could be kept clean, and a little more 
supervision would make the attendants a little 
more careful. 

The inquiry was then adjourned until Twelve 
o’clock on W ednesday next. 



The Dublin and Kingstown Railway. 



- 1 8 n 8 ' Hutchinson, 

C.E., sat in the Council Chamber, City Hall, and 
resumed the inquiry directed by the Board of 
Tiade into the condition of the Dublin and 
Kingstown Railway. 

Mr. Macdonogh, Q.C., instructed by Mr G 
Keogh, appeared on the part of the railway com- 
pany. J 

Amongst those presentwere :-The Eight Hon. 
the Lord Mayor, Mr. Maurice Brooks, it p Al- 
derman Fry, Mr Byrne, T.c., Sir John Barrino-- 
ton, T.c., J. J. Robinson, t.c. (Blaokrock), C 
Meares Berry, B.L., Mr .Fitzgerald, solicitor (D. 
& T. Fitzgerald), David M‘Birney, j.p.. Sir. 



Foster, Mr. Dames, Q.C., E. W. Maunsell, secre- 
tary to the Dublin and Kingstown Railway Com- 
pany, Mr. Dockrell, t.c., T. Sexton, Peter 
Sheridan, — M c Comas, P. Neville, city en- 
gineer. 

Mr. Brooks, M.p., said : — I regret that when I 
undertook this disagreeable duty, a duty I be- 
lieve it to be flowing from the responsibilities cast 
upon me by the position which I have the honour 
to hold in this city ; and when I appealed to the 
Board of Trade I was not aware of the course that 
the Board of Trade might think it proper to 
adopt, supposing that they acceded to my re- 
quest that this inquiry should be granted. It did 
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not occur to me that any witness would be exa- 
mined. I thought that in all probability a com- 
parison of the fares charged by the directors of 
the Dublin and Wicklow Company with the fares 
that are charged by other suburban lines would 
be made, that the facts with regard to those fares 
were easily accessible to you, and that the other 
causes of complaint which the people of Dublin 
make with regard to the condition and manage- 
ment of the line, the safety of the passengers, the 
insufficiency of rolling stock, the absence of decent 
accommodation at the stations, would be evident 
to the senses of any one who would be appointed. 
I shall content myself with handing you a copy 
of the tariff of charges for season tickets made by 
this company, in which the great disparity be- 
tween the fares from Westland-row to Kings- 
town, and those charged between Harcourt-street 
and Bray, and between Kingstown and Bray, is 
of so striking a character that they need no further 
observation. I would like, with your permission, 
to read for you and for the information of the 
citizens a statement that I ha ve had forwarded to 
me by a very influential resident on the Kings- 
town line with regard to the mode of conducting 
the traffic on the Great Eastern line, running out 
of London, which is very similar in its character 
to this suburban line with which we are dealing, 
and which you are here to inquire about. 

Mr. Macdonogh , Q.c.l I think this very influen- 
tial citizen ought to be here himself, and not to 
have his written letter read, which is not in the 
slightest degree any manner of evidence. 

Mr. Brooks, M.P.] I adopt this, and will hand it 
in as my “ own statement, vouching it ou my own 
responsibility. ” 

“Great Eastern Suburban Line. 

“ The lines from Liverpool-street to Enfield 
and Wood-street diverge at Seven Sisters Junc- 
tion, which is 5 f miles from Liverpool-street. 
Brice Grove, the next station beyond Seven 
Sisters-road on the Enfield branch, is 6J miles 
from Liverpool-street, and is the tenth station from 
London. There are 43 trains each way between 
London and Enfield, and 75 trains each way 
between London and Seven Sisters-road 
daily. The trains are timed to run from Liver- 
pool-street to Brice Grove, 6£ miles, in 26 
minutes. There are gradients of 1-100, 1-110. 
1-132, and severaljunctions on the line, which is 
crowded with traffic, on the London end espe- 
cially. The fares t.o Seven Sisters-road or Brice 
Grove are, single, first-class, 9 d . ; second class, 
7 d. ; third class, 5 d. Return, first class, Is. id.; 
second class, 10 d. ; third class, 7 d. Workmen’s 
tickets by three early morning trains, 2 d. each ; 
third-class return available for return after four 
o’clock p.m. Season tickets to either station for 
12 months — first, 11/. 5 s.; second, 71. 10 s. 
There are nine stations between London and Brice 
Grove, Trains stop at all. The stations are all 
t uniform, platforms level with carriage steps, 
completely asphalted with granite kerbing ; sheds, 
about 120 aud 140 feet long, full width of plat- 
form. As to the trains, there are 12 to 14 car- 
riages, uniform size and height, worked with 
hydraulic break continuous on all carriages, con- 
trolled from guard’s van. First-class compart- 
ments, 8 passengers ; second class, 10 ; third class, 
10 or 12. I don’t know whether they expect those 
last to hold 12, or only 10. The second-class 
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compartments are 7 feet 6 inches wide, giving 1 8 
inches to each passenger. 22 inches betweeifthe 
seats; depth of seats, 18 inches; full lined with 
green velvet. The third-class carriages contain 
five compartments, open from end to end of the 
carriage; dimensions same as second class, 22 
inches between seats, and IS inches deep; car- 
riages clean and very well lighted. There are. 
three good lamps in each third-class carriage. 
Second-class compartments partitioned up to the 
roof. First-class seats are divided by an elbow in 
each seat, so that not more than eight passengers 
can be seated in each, giving 22 inches to each. 
There is ample head-room in all classes. There is 
a liberal number of smoking compartments, and 
from the clean state of the floors in the non- 
smoking compartments, I should say the smoking 
is strictly confined to the proper compartments. 
The smokiug compartments are ventilated with 
cowls in the roof, and there is even a bit of per- 
forated zinc let into the window edge of each 
second-class smoking compartment for striking 
matches on. They are lined with haircloth. Time 
is well kept. The actual stop at the stations was, 
when I last travelled on the line, 20 seconds. For 
the above, which is probably the best suburban 
service of trains extant, their fares are not much 
over three-fourths of those on the Kingstown 
line. The following is a comparative table of 
fares : — Great Eastern, Liverpool-street, to 
Seven Sisters-road, 5g miles. First class, 9 d . ; 
second class, 7 d. ; third class 5d. (single). To 
Brice Grove, 6£ miles : First class, Is. Id.; se- 
cond class, 10 d. ; third class, 7 </. (return). For 
12 months, first class, 111. 5 s.; second, 7 l. 10 s. 
Great Northern, King’s-cross to Muswell Hill, six 
miles, first class, 10 d.; second class, 8 d. ; and 
third class, 5 d. (single); first class, Is. 4 d.., 
second, Is. 1 d., and third, 10 d. (return). For 12 
months, first class, 9 Z. 19 s. 6 d. ; second class. 
61. 16 s. 6 d. King’s Cross to Palmer’s Green, 
6£ miles, first class, 1 1 d. ; second, 9 d. ; third, 
6 d. (single) ; first, Is. 6 d. ; second, 1 s. 3 d. ; 
third, 1 s. (return). London, Brighton, and South 
Coast, London Bridge, Victoria Bridge, Victoria 
or Kensington to Penge, 6 miles (single); first 
class, 1 s.; second, 9 d. ; third, 6 d. (return ) ; first, 
Is. 6 d. ; second. Is.; third, 10 d. Twelve 
months, first class, 12/.; second class, 8 /. ( Lon- 
don, Chatham, and Dover — Victoria and Syden- 
ham Hill, 5 | miles : Single, first class, 10 ft. ; 
second, 8 d. ; third, 6 d. Return, first, 1 s. 3 d.; 
second, Is.; third, 9 d. Twelve months, 1 1 /. 
first class; 7/. 10s. second class. Victoria to 
Penge, 7 £ miles : Single, first class, 1 s. ; second, 
9 d. ; third, 6 d. Return, first, Is. 6 d. ; second 
class. Is.; third, 10 d. Twelve months, 11/. 
first class; 71 10 s. second class. Great Eastern, 
workmen’s tickets, third class, at 2 d. each return, 
are issued between all stations ou Enfield and 
London-street lines and Liverpool-street, by 
three earlv trains each morning, available for re- 
turn by any train after 4 p.m. Similar provisions 
are made on tbe London, Chatham, and Dover, 
and other lines.” 



It was unnecessary for him to say that in this 
natter he entirely disclaimed any feeling other 
Fan of the kindest character for the officials of 
he railway and for the proprietor. Many of the 
Lirectors were personal friends of his ; they were 
rentlemen of character and respectabibtv ; anu 
le mio-ht mention that this complaint of his lud 

>een supported even at the last meetag rf*. 
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proprietors, and a resolution condemnatory of the 
conduct of the directors was brought forward, and 
that conduct was described at the meeting as 
illiberal to the public. At that meeting there was 
a strong feeling expressed, and he begged to hand 
in the newspaper reports of the proceedings at the 
meeting. It had been mentioned to him that 
complaint was made that before the lease of the 
Dublin and Kingstown line to the Dublin, Wick- 
low, and Wexford Company, workmen and 
hawkers had tickets given them in the early 
morning at reduced rates. The poor people had 
been deprived of that privilege, which was to them 
a very great advantage. He (Mr. Brooks) had also 
in his hand a report which had been very widely 
circulated, and which he adopted : it was the re- 
port made by the head of the Valuation Office, 
Mr. Ball Green, upon the increased profit of the 
working of the line — the annual increased value 
of the working of the line up to 1871, since 
which, so far as he had learned, there had not 
been any return made. The report which he held 
in his hand, and which, as he had said, he adopted, 
stated — it may not be out of place to state here 
that it was proved, on the hearing of the appeals, 
that the Dublin and Wicklow Railway Company 
was making a clear net profit of 14,000 l . upon 
the six miles of the Dublin and Kingstown Rail- 
way, after paying every conceivable outlay, in- 
cluding the rent of 36,000/. a year, which they 
pay to the Dublin and Kingstown Railway Com- 
pany; and that since that result, since these facts 
were ascertained by Mr. Ball .Green, and not- 
withstanding these facts, the Dublin and Wick- 
low Railway Company have increased the fares 
on the line 25 per cent., although the line pro- 
duces 50,000 l. a year over and above the work- 
ing expenses. Well, he did not know that he 
need trouble any further on the subject. He was 
given to understand that there were other gentle- 
men present who live on the line, and who were 
anxious to give further evidence. He wished to 
say that he had not in any way organised any 
system by which the complaints of the citizens 
might be brought forward in any formal manner, 
such as it would be if he had obtained any profes- 
sional assistance. Mr. Kelly was present, and he 
understood he was anxious to make a state- 
ment. 



M ajor General Hutchinson said that since th 
last met there the Board of Trade had receiv 
a letter from Mr. Brooks with reference to t 
question of the bridges. The letter was 
follows : — 



“ House of Commons, 

ft -p. , „ " 18 March 1878. 

Right Hon. Sir Charles Adderley, Presi- 
dent of the Board of Trade. 

" Dear Sir, 

“lam requested by certain citizens of Dublin 
to express a wish, in which I quite concur, 
that advantage may be taken of the visit of 
General Hutchinson to the Dublin and Kings- 
town Railway, in order that he may inspect and 
report qpon certain stone bridges over which the 
railway passes. It is complained that, however 
tt those bridges may have been when built 
belore iron level bridges were commonly known 
they are no w, by reason of their darkness, the 
facilities they offer for the deposit of nuisance of 
a most objectionable nature, and the inadequate 
height of the arones, no longer tolerable in a 
great city and improving neighbourhood. It it 
stated that the company propose to widen those 



bridges, and thereby to perpetuate, and 
aggravate, the evils complained of. The bride 
are those crossing Sandwith-street, CnmberkS 8 
street, Erne-street, and Great Clarence-street 
“ I have, &c. 

(signed) “ Maurice Brooks ' ’ 
Mr. Broohs said the engineer of the Corpora 
tion was present, and could give evidence on that 
point. He (Mr. Brooks) had done his dutvin 
opening the inquiry. 3 

Major General Hutchinson said he should he 
prepared to receive any evidence on the point 
which was now within liis jurisdiction under the 
directions of the Board of Trade. 

In answer to Mr. Macdonogh, q.c., 

Mr. Brooks repeated that he knew personally 
many of the directors, who were gentlemen of the 
highest respectability. 

Mr. Macdonogh.'] Did you ever complain to 
the board of directors, whom you so highly 
laud ? ° 3 



Mr. Brooks.'] I don’t know, sir, whether, in an 
inquiry of this sort I ought to be subjected to a 
cross-examination of an offensive tone. I think 
the tone adopted is not deserved. I shall not 
resist it, but I shall certainly decline to be cross- 
examined in' the tone adopted by Mr. Macdouogh, 
and which I don’t think is proper, with great re- 
spect to Mr. Macdonogh. 

Mr. Macdonogh.] Then you decline to answer 
the question whether you ever applied to these 
gentlemen? — I have not formally applied to 
those gentlemen. 

Now then, Mr. Brooks, who was the gentleman 
who furnished you with all these various state- 
ments about the “ Seven Sisters-rond ?” — They 
are all patent facts. 

You stated you were furnished with the list 
you read out by an influential and respectable 
citizen ? — Yes. 

Then you yourself did not go to these various 
places and ascertain all about them ? — Not at all; 
but I have told you that I adopt the statement 
as my own. 

"Was it Mr. Walsh furnished them? — Never. 
I never saw him, to my knowledge. 

Did he ever send you a written communica- 
tion ? — Never, of any kind. The condemnatory 
resolution I spoke of was offered at the last 
meeting of the company, and I have been lauded 
in the newspaper reports of that meeting. 

It was in consequence of having heard that 
General Hutchinson did not feel it within the 
scope of his duty to inquire into the question of 
the bridges that you wrote to the Board of Trade? 
— Quite so. I did so in pursuance of a resolution 
passed here, or, I should say, of a letter received 
from the town clerk, announcing to me that at 
a meeting of the general purposes committee of 
the corporation a wish was expressed that I 
should make application to have the scope of 
the inquiry extended so as to embrace the 
bridges. 

You don’t mean to say that was on behalf of 
the corporation at large ? — It is for you to say 
that, Mr. Macdonogh. I regard a letter an- 
nouncing to me that at a meeting of the general 
purposes committee it was resolved to ask me to 
apply to the Board of Trade to take advantage of 
General Hutchinson’s visit to Dublin for the 
purpose of examining the defective condition of 
those bridges. 

And you therefore wrote ? — I therefore wrote. 
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Do you know that the pathways underneath 

bridges are under the control of the corpora- 
tion ?— -Well, I take it for granted they are. 
That is all I have to say. 

Air Byrne, T.C., said, with reference to Mr. 
Brooks’ letter, the matter had been referred to 
the general purposes committee m order that 
thev might report to the corporation what action 
m i4t be taken in the matter. Alderman Harris 
and he were nominated to take charge of the . 
proceedings in reference to the corporation bemg 
represented before you. Alderman Harris and 
he had in consequence visited the bridges within 
the cognisance of the corporation, and lie must 
sav he'Was greatly surprised at their condition. 
Yo doubt, having regard to the fact that they 
wer e constructed some forty or fifty years ago, 
when engineering skill was not so highly de- 
veloped, and when the crowded neighbourhoods 
which now exist were not in being, some allow- 
ance might be made for the state of those bridges. 

It certainly struck him that they were m a very 
discreditable state. In winter the evil was, of 
course, very much aggravated, and these bridges 
were in a scandalous state. It was mentioned, 
lie believed, in the Bill before Parliament, that 
the Wicklow and Wexford Company intended 
widening one or two of those bridges. If they 
did so, he could only say that it would have the 
effect of perpetuating the nuisance, which could 
not be tolerated by the citizens. The general 
purposes committee had directed the officer of 
the corporation, their engineer, to inspect the 
bridges and report to General Hutchinson. Mr. 
Neville was in attendance now, and would give 
such evidence as was necessary. 

Major General Hutchinson. j Why did not the 
corporation oppose the company when they were 
in Parliament in 1875 to get powers to widen 
these bridges ? 

Mr. Byrne. ] I am not aware ; I was not a 
member of the corporation then. 

Sir John Barrington .] The reason they did 
not oppose was that it was not considered a 
grievance at the time, and the matter was not 
reported on by the city engineer. This work 
about the railway is a matter of very recent 
production. 

Mr. Macdonogh, Q.C. (to Mr. Byrne).] How is 
it that the corporation do not clean the paths 
under the bridges? — That I don’t know. They 
ought to do it ; but the bridges and passages are 
wet from dripping 

But the corporation neglect their duties there . 
— I am sorry to hear it. 

Mr. E. Meares Kelly, barrister-at-law, and a 
member of the town commissioners of Biackrock, 
said he had a long hill of indictment against this 
company. Before stating it he took occasion to 
disclaim any hostility to the company. He had 
been for upwards of 20 years endeavouring to 
educate them to the fact that their interests and 
the public interests were one, and he had spent 
his time in vain. He further premised that he 
could not speak in too high terms of praise of 
every official of that company, from its able and 
zealous secretary down to the humblest official 
in the company's charge. Having said so much, 
he took the liberty of calling attention to what 
liis charge was : that, having got from Parliament 
the privilege of taking a lease of this line from 
the Dublin and Kingstown Railway Company, 
upon the faith upon a pledge which was ex- 
pressed in the Act that passed in 1856, and 
147. 



which had been violated ever since. The Act 
in question was a local and personal one 
(9 & JO Viet. cap. 213); and Section 40 pro- 
vided for the lease being taken, because and 
upon that condition the line would be worked by 
them “more efficiently and beneficially for the 
public.” His charge was that they had continu- 
ously from that time up to the present gone on 
violating that pledge, because, instead of lower- 
ing or maintaining the former low fares, they 
had, whilst making a handsome profit, gone on 
increasing their charges from time to time. In 
1856, before the passing of the Act, poor men’s 
return tickets between Dublin and Kingstown 
were 6d. by all trains leaving from either end of 
the line up to 7 o’clock in the morning. That 
they increased inl857,the year they got possession 
of the line, to 8 d. The second-class return 
tickets, which under similar circumstances were 
8tf. up to 1856, were in 1857 increased to Is. 2d. 
The like tickets from Booterstown to Kingstown 
and back were 8 d. in 1S56, and were raised . in 
1857 to 10 d. A most anomalous thing was the in- 
crease of the price of tickets between Kingstown 
and Booterstown from 8 d. to lie/. The boon of 
poor men’s or bather’s tickets had been since 
entirely swept away 

Major General Hutchinson.'] When was that 
done ? . 

Mr. Kelly could not tell, nor did it affect 
the view in which be was stating these facts, 
that the company had violated their pledge. 
His next charge was in regard to the sub- 
scription tickets. Under the old company all 
youths up to 21 years of age paid no more 
than half-price. In 1865, if not before, 
youths’ ages were cut down to 18 years, and 
in 1866 they werereduced to 14 years, and now, 
from 1869, they were 15 years. He might ob- 
serve that the reason why the old company al- 
lowed youths to travel thus cheaply was because 
they were assumed to he earning nothing until 
they reached 21 years of age. Concerning 
Governesses’ subscription tickets, he would illus- 
trate how they had been dealt with by taking 
one example. From Dublin to Booterstown a, 
twelve months’ ticket (governesses second class) 
in 1865, was 2 /. 13 s. 6 4.-. it was now 31. 5 s. 
The six months’ ticket was, in I860, 1 /. a s., 
and now, It 19 s. The twelve months gover- 
nesses’ ticket from Dublin to Kingstown was 
41. 10 s. in 1865; it was now 61. Again, up to 
October 1866, such tickets could be had thnd- 
class, but that privilege bad ceased. As to the 
discounts he found that in 18/5 if two subscri- 
bers subscribed the full price, they were allowed 
ioper cent, reduction; if three, they were H- 
lowed 15 per cent, reduction ; if four, 20 per 
cent , aid, if five, 25 per cent. Sow, the pre- 
sent system of family subscnptious stood tl ins: 
for three or more subscribers at full rates, 15 per 



for three or more suDscrme,. * 

cent and they got no other benefit whatsoever 
iu th’e iature^f discount. Now. he need not 



in the nature ox discount. iw "i , 

enlarge upon that as an encroachment upon pub- 
lic rights.^ The company ulsooompelW yem to 



present -mpauy^charge ^ 1 ££ 

The* former charge £ 

MJK&taS Xe way in which it stood 



room 01 ijarccic — 7 ■■ 

IZ SS ffilKbgSownretol ticket, first-clas^ 



c 3 
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was Is. 6 d. previous to 1858, it was now Is. 8 d . ; 
the second class was Is, 2 d.\ it^was now Is. 3 c?.; 
and the third class remained as it was. Now, 
Saltliill, which was 1 s. 4 d., was now Is. 7 d. 
first class ; what was 1 s. was now Is. 2d. se- 
cond class ; and third-class remained the same. 
Booterstown was 1 s., continued now 1 s., but 
was 1 1 d. in the time of the old company. The 
second class was 8 d. under the old company, 
was raised in 1858 to 9 d., and continued so still. 
The third-class was 6 d. under the old company, 
it was now 7 d. Now, his sixth count was 
charges for dogs. If you got in with a dog at 
Booterstown, they charged 6d. into Dublin. 
The 9 & 10 Viet, provided that the companies 
should charge for sheep and small animals i d. 
per mile ; the six miles’ clause, he thought, only 
applied to passengers and articles, not to animals. 
He had also to call attention to the fact that the 
company openly and daringly violated general 
railway statutes in not setting up quarter mile- 
stones or posts along the line, and they were by 
Act of Parliament disabled from charging tolls 
as long as they had not these posts up, and al- 
though there should be 24 posts between D ublin 
and Kingstown, there were not half that number. 
The next charge was a much more important 
one as far as the public interest was concerned; that 
was, that although this company from its start 
professed to be a goods carrying company, they 
had openly and daringly violated the Act for 
this purpose, the “ Railway Traffic Act of 1853,” 
which provided various penalties for a neglect of 
its provisions, and by one of its sections any one 
or more of the directors might be attached and 
put into prison if they omitted to carry out the 
provisions of the Act. But it was notorious 
there was no provision whatsoever made for the 
carrying of goods. On 24th September 1866, a 
meeting, of the inhabitants of the Blackrock 
Township was held for the purpose of consider- 
ing what steps should be taken to prevent a pro- 
posed increase of fares on the Kingstown Rail- 
way, and there was a similar meeting on 26th 
April 1869, to oppose the increase of charges. 
The witness read a report from “ Saunders’ 
News Letter,”.of a meeting on 3rd May 1869, 
when a resolution was passed complaining of the 
company giving an undue preference to one class 
of traffic to the exclusion of all others in violation 
of the Railway Traffic Act. Now, in this 
respect, he confessed he was surprised to see on 
the last day Mr. "Warren coming forward as an 
advocate of the railway company, as he happened 
to have a letter addressed by Mr. Warren to the 
editor of the “ Irish Times.” 

Mr. Macdonogh.] That, in fairness, should 
have been shown to Mr. Warren when he was 
examined. 

Mr. Kelly.-] I was not here when he was ex- 
amined. The letter is dated 20th April, 1869. 

. Major General Hutchinson.] May we not take 
it that he has altered his opinion? 

Mr. Kelly.] It is open to that observation, 
but I take it to show the discontent that existed. 
The traffic manager wrote that the company af- 
forded facilities for the conveyance of every de- 
scription of traffic over all portions of their sys- 
tern. He thought that if this inquiry was not to 
be fruitless, thesej things should be made public. 
In their reply the committee pointed out that if 
the interference of the Board of Trade would be 
justifiable in any case, it would be in this : that 



the answer of the company that they were 
posed to afford facilities for traffic was' animal*’ 
factory substitution for the actual providing nf 
these facilities. The charge against the com 
pany was that they did not give reasonable fad 
lities for receiving and forwarding merchandise 
and to this the company answered that the DuV 
hn and Kingstown line was founded in 1834 a- 
and lias since been worked as a passenger line 
and that all reasonable facilities for the carriage 
of merchandise had been afforded considering the 
peculiar nature of the line. That he °(Mr 
Kelly) contended, was really an admission of 
their miscarriage. They had, in reality, put on 
aprohibitory traffic. E or example, the carriage of 
4 or 5 cwt. of salt from Dublin to Booterstown 
would be 5 s. The committee in their reply 
further called attention to the Act of Parliament 
by which railway companies were enabled, with- 
out limit of time, to take lands for making and 
providing yards and sidings for the accommoda- 
tion of traffic, which met the company’s state- 
ment that there were no sidings on the line 
which would enable them to accommodate the 
traffic in heavy merchandise. The statement of 
the traffic manager was that they made provi- 
sion for every kind of traffic, while that of the 
secretary was that they made no provision at all. 
The second charge was that the company were 
earning from 12 to 10 per cent. He happened 
to have been counsel in 1871 in endeavouring to 
increase the valuation of the company, and from 
the direct examination of the company’s own 
officers, he elicited that the company’s earnings 
in 1871 were 7 9,000 Z. odd, and after paying their 
rent of 36,000 1. a year, and all other expenses, 
this left them a clear sheer profit of about 14,000/. 
a year. The third charge against the company in 
this memorial was as to increase in fares, and 
especially of subscription fares. To this the 
answer of the company was that there was a 
great deal of unnecessary complication in the 
subscription rates ; and they determined to sim- 
plify them, and that they' had, moreover, put on 
a new and improved express train service, and 
they also issued tickets for a month ; but they 
did not affect to deny that the result was a large 
further increase in the subscription charges. 
The changes referred to, the express train, for 
example, benefited Kingstown only. The charge 
for the monthly tickets is almost identical with 
the daily rates. The third charge was the want 
of ladies’ waiting -x-ooms, and want of attendants. 
As regarded the station he was chiefly interested 
in, that state of things continued to the present 
hour. The fourth charge was that the same 
platform was used for arrival ad departure. In 
their answer the company denied the dirt and 
detriment to health, but while not denying that 
it involves considerable risk to life, they say that 
it was made for the express convenience of pas- 
sengers, and that it is in daily and hourly use on 
some of the metropolitan lines. The reply ox 
the committee was that they had no means ot 
knowing the facts as to the metropolitan lines on 
this point, but they did not believe the state- 
ment; and that the convenience referred to 
might be attained without the risk. As to the 
fifth charge, the improper interruption oi the 
people’s access to the sea, the company answered 
that it had existed 22 years before they got the 
line, to which the committee replied that it was 
curious that while length of time was relied on 
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as an argument for the company’s encroachment 
on public rights, it was to be of no value in the 
contrary direction. The Board of Trade on that 
occasion, in its wisdom, thought it right not to 
o-rant an inquiry; and now, after nine years, by 
the energy of Mr. Brooks, the Member for the 
City of Dublin, this inquiry had been granted. 
He (Mr. Kelly) would now hand to General 
Hutchinson a paper showing in detail various 
minor inconveniences. There, was scarcely a day 
in life that he did not experience some ot these. 
In 19 cases out of 20 there was no porter to open 
the door of the carriage, and when he tried to 
open it himself he was unable to do so; and the 
consequence was, that he had to thrust his head 
out of the window, and callaporter to open itfor 
him and he was bound to say that the porters 
were always ready to do anything they could. 
In order to shoiv the state of public opinion lie 
w 0U ld read from beginning to end the leading 
article which appeared in the “ Daily Express’ 
of Monday, 30th August 1866. The article was 
written with temper and judgment : — 



« -\Ye have reason to anticipate that the public 
will read with unqualified satisfaction the memo- 
rial presented to the Board of Trade by the in- 
habitants of Blackrock respecting the manage- 
ment of the Dublin and Kingstown Railway. 
It has long been a subject of earnest remon- 
strance and°of indignant protest in the columns of 
the Press, hut so long as the expression of feeling 
was confined to such manifestations, bitter ex- 
perience proved that the time spent in making 
them was thrown away. It was in vain that 
deputations of respectable gentlemen waited on 
the board to solicit some concession as a favour 
which might have been demanded as a right. 
The directors, as if impressed with the notion 
that they ivielded arbitrary and irresponsible 
authority, were inflexible, and refused to yield 
to what the applicants believed to be most rea- 
sonable and necessary claims. They Avere deaf 
to the plea that property was depreciated, and 
the groAvth of the important townships on the 
line checked by their obstructive policy. The 
board reigned supreme, or at least seemed to 
think their dominion Avas absolute and indis- 
putable. The ‘ committee of property holders 
and residents’ were obliged to cast about for a 
remedy 

MajorGeneral Hutchinson.'] I really don’t think 
this is evidence. 

Mr. Kelly.'] I put it forward as shoAving the 
state of public opinion on the subject at the time. 

Major General Hutchinson .] I think it is 
hardly evidence. 

Mr. Kelly.] If you tell me to stop, I shall stop, 
and then the public will judge as to the manner 
in which this inquiry has been conducted. 

Major General Hutchinson.] I do not see that 
it is pertinent to the inquiry. 

Mr. Kelly. J I Avish to show the state of public 
opinion at the time. 

Major General Hutchinson.] It is only the 
opinion of a certain editor of ar newspaper. 



Mr. Kelly.] If you say to me “ don’t read it,” 
I won’t read it. 

Major General Hutchinson.] I would rather 
you did not read it. 

Mr. Kelly.] That won’t do roe. I will go 
on. 



Major General Hutchinson.] I don’t wish to 
hear it read. 
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Mr. Kelly."] If you say so I will stop. The 
public will judge of the effect of an inquiry of 
this kind. 

Mr. Macdonogh , Q.C., was about to cross- 
examine Mr. Kelly, when the latter said he would 
not submit to be cross-examined. He knew too 
well Mr. Macdonogh’s skill in making the worse 
appear the better cause, and for that reason he 
declined to submit to cross-examination. 

Mr. Burke handed in a comparative statement 
of the mileage subscription charges on various 
fines. The LansdoAvne-road rate was 112 s. per 
mile per annum, first class, and 87 s. second class. 
BooterstOAvn 51s. and 40 s. Blackrock 53 s. and 
40 s. Seapoint 50 s. Qd. and 42 s. Salthill 51 s. 
and 42 s. Kingstown 47 s. and 40 s. On the 
London and North Western fine, for a three-mile 
distance from Euston Station, the rate was 35 s. 
per mile per annum for first class, and 25 s. for 
second class. On the London and Brighton line 
to Denmark-hill station, about four miles, the 
average per mile per annum was 37 s. first class 
and 28 s. second class. 



Mr. W. H. Parkinson gave statistics as to the 
fares on some of the English lines as compared 
with those on the IvingstoAvn fine. On the 
Great Northern fine the subscription ticket to 
Colney Hatch, about the same distance as to 
KingstOAvn, was 11Z. ; Kingstown is 14 1. On 
the London and South Western to a similar dis- 
tance, the rate was 9 Z. 10s.; on the South 
Eastern and Metropolitan, 1 1 Z. 12 s. 6 d. On 
the South Eastern fine they gave 5 per cent, 
discount to two persons, and 10 per cent, to three 
or more of the same family taking subscription 
tickets. Youths under 15 got 6uch tickets at 
half rates, and under 18 at two-thirds of the full 
rates. On the Kingstown line full rates are 
charged for all over 15. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Macdonogh , Q.C.] The 
per-centage allowed to three or more subscribers 
here is 15 per cent. ? — Yes. 

Is not that more than on the South Eastern 
line ? — Yes, but we may have only one son. 



Mr. Macdonogh.] It is a premium on mul- 
tiplication. 

Mr. Parke Neville, C.E., said the company s 
bridges over the city roads were at Cumberland- 
street, SandAvith-street, Erne-street, Harmony- 
row, Clarence-street, and over the Canal. They 
all leaked, but the corporation complained par- 
ticularly of those at Clarence-street, Sandwith- 
street, and Erne-street. The side passages were 
only from 7 to 8 feet high, those under Clarence- 
street being 7 ft. 1 in. Then the bridges were 
very wide, and being so low the passages under- 
neath were dark. The company had at present a 
Bill before Parliament in which they proposed 
taking powers to widen the Clarence-street 
bridge by iron girders, and he suggested that 
they° should remove the present structure, and 
build the entire with iron girders. 

To Mr. Macdonogh.] He (witness) was a student 
of Mr. Vitmoles, who erected these bridges, and 
who was an eminent engineer. The bridges were 
o-ood in their day, but would not pass standing 
orders now. Moreover, some few years ago 
there was no traffic under this Clarence-street 
bridge, and now the traffic there was very great, 
so that the inconvenience was felt. 

Mr. Wm. Gernon, 53, Lansdowne-road, com- 
plained of the fares to Lansdowne-road station, 
ft was only one mile from Westland-row, and the 
c 4 3 charges 
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charges were, single fares, first class, 4 cl, and 
second class, 3 d. ; whereas he could get by tram 
from Sandymount to the Pillar, three times the 
distance, for 2d. An anomaly he had to com- 
plain of was that while the company valued the 
journey (second class) at 3 d., they did not credit 
him with that if he went further. If he went 
from Westland-row to Booterstown, the second 
class fare was 5 d., and if he went from Lans- 
downe-road it was the same, although to get 
■there he had already paid 3 d. Then when going 
to Kingstown, instead of getting a reduction of 
3 d. from Lansdowne-road, as against Westland- 
row, they only got 1 d. off. He would say that 
li d. third class, 3 d. for second, and 4 d. for first 
class (returns) would be a very fair rate to Lans- 
downe-road, and at these charges the traffic 
would he quadrupled. He thought bathers’ 
tickets, Saturday half-holiday tickets, and tickets 
on summer evenings, when the bands played at 
Kingstown, should be issued for the return 
journey at single fares. 

Mr. James Gordan M'Cullugk (Blackrock) 
corroborated the evidence given by Mr. Pim ou 
the first day of the inquiry with regard to the 
state of. the carriages and the want of sanitary 
and waiting-room accommodation at stations. 
The majority of the second-class carriages were 
worse than the thirds on the London North 
"W estern line. They were badly lit, and not 
sufficiently staunch to keep out the rain. He 
had seen umbrellas hoisted in a second-class car- 
riage in order to protect passengers from the 
rain. The third-class carriages were still worse 
m proportion. Many of them had no glass 
whatever, and the only aperture through which 
JiMit or air got was the upper part of the door, 
which had no protection whatever from the wet. 
Ihe coals burned on the line, too, must be very 
bad; the smells emitted from the engines were 
very offensive, and peculiar only to this line, 
lhere was a regulation against giving officials 
gratuities, hut more honoured in the breach than 
in the observance, and he doubted whether the 
directors did not recognise « tips ” and take them 
into account in measuring salaries. Last 
Christmas the two principal guards at Salthill 
station got 11 /.each, and the other guards 7 1 
for gratuities. The breaks he found item expe- 

wheds ' Vere 01 n ° llSe ’ ha ™S no P ower 011 the 

. . £ ‘- d - Williams directed attention to the 

insufficient roaaway and footpath accommodation 
from Boorerstown station to the public highroad. 
It was only lo feet wide aud the footpath but 
four feet. He suggested fiat the road should 
be widened, and that a second footpath should 
he provided, so that one might be used bv nas- 
eengers going to, and the other by passengers re- 

tras fefl rfntts LHa^erotfs 1 1 ’“‘ ^ r0ad 

He resided at Blackrock. 

Major General Hutchinson.'] Do the cmrminv 
dispute Mr. Kelly’s figures? company 

Sir. Macdonogh said not. 

Sir Longford remarked that in 1856 three 
first-class season tickets could be had for one 
family for]8 guineas; they now cost 24 1. ■ and 
that tor second class lie tvas paying (for five! 

r P “d aI iVr r 18 '• %o 



To Mr. Macdonogh .] He quite admitted tin 
money had become of less value, and thatthS 
had increased in price; but what he compkfeg 
of was that these increased charges were °i 
put on subscribers They paid as much f„” 5 , 
season ticket over four miles of the Kingsto 
line as for one over six miles of the Hareourt 
street line. 

Jlr. WfaiM. rf Kingstown, complained of 
the bad position of the gentlemen’s waiting-room 
at Kingstown. The booking office was onlv 
open a short time before the train startecl 
There was one clerk attending to two windows 
and it was impossible often for ladies to wet a 
ticket there. Then there was a want of smokin. 
compartments. ° 

Mr. Macdonogh.] Were you ever on the 
Thames on a summer evening where the smell 
is so intolerable ? 



Witness.] I beg your pardon; you are askino- 
me questions for the railway company, and I only 
wish to give evidence to the commissioner. 

Mr. Macdonogh.] You only wish to rive 
evidence against the company. 

Mr. Ncdlis, Belli eld, Booterstown, complained 
that there was no van for the delivery of woods 
kept at Booterstown, and meat sent to the station 
remained there for a whole day, unless persons 
sent tlieir own cars for it. The state of the 
smoking carriages was very disgusting. He 
could bear out all that had been said as to the 
bad state of Booterstown station. There was an 
old disused urinal outside the station, and the 
footpath was bad. At Kingstown, on the arrival 
of the mails, the whistling of the trains was most 
dreadful to the members of the St. George’s. 
Club, of which witness was one. The trains pass- 
ing at Booterstown station were very dangerous 
to passengers. 

Mr. Macdonogh.] And in effect at the St 
George’s Club you feel the whistling of the trains 
very much? — Yes. 

And if they did not whistle, they would he 
mulcted in damages if they knocked anyone 
down. 



Alderman Fry said he wished to endorse the 
observations with regard to Westland-row ter- 
minus and intermediate stations. He had met 
with the greatest possible civility from the em- 
ployes of the company, and he could not speak 
in too high terms of the respected traffic manager 
of the line. Any complaints he made were either 
attended to or proved to him to be groundless. 
At his suggestion a train was run to Bray at a 
quarter to 12 when the last train used to be 11 
o’clock. 

Mr. Brooks.] May I ask you, Alderman Fry, 
if that train which they kindly placed at your dis- 
posal, was on the Kingstown line ? 

Alderman Fry.] No. It was from Harcourt- 
street to Bray. 

Mr. Robert Richardson, of Kingstown, said 
Since 1850 the goods charges w r ere raised 150 per 
cent. On one occasion he complained of the high 
charges, and the clerk in the office said, “ If you 
don’t let on, I will give you a wrinkle. If )' ou 
get your goods on by Bray instead of by Kings- 
town, you would have them for half the charge." 
Ever since he had got his heavy goods round by 
Bray, and he got them in two days at about half 
the price. 

Mr. Kelly.] That is complying with the Canal 
and Traffic Act. 

Witness^] 
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witness 1 It is 20 miles one way and six the 
„.i,„ Before the fares were raised I gave the 
company 12 1. a week They only get irom me 
now between 3 1. and 

Hr Macdonogh] Would you tell me the 
name of the person who gave you the wrinkle? 

Witness.'] I must decline unless you give me a 

fpg 

Mr. Kelli/.'] Mr. Macdonogh wants to tempt 
you into unjustifiable slander. 

' Mr Joseph Galloway, Seapoint, said he was a 
small' shareholder in the company. He found 
that although he was a subscriber, and his parcels 
•were carried for 1 d., yet between the charge of 
Id and the delivery, it was cheaper to send 
them by the road, and he had them now always 
«ent by road by the Globe Parcel Express. The 
company bad refused to take empty hampers 
for him beyond Westland-row when he wanted 
to send them to other companies. With refer- 
ence to fares, if he got tickets from Kingstown 
for any of his family, they charged him to Black- 
rock, and if he took a ticket from Dublin, they 
charged him to Salthill. 

Mr. Walsh, engineer to the Dalkey township, 
put in a comparative list of fares on the different 
Irish railways. 

This closed the evidence against the Company. 

Mr. Macdonogh said in this case he had the 
honour of appearing as counsel for this railway 
company, and his observations should, he hoped, 
be brief. He certainly regarded the case as a 
very singular one. This morning they were 
told by Mr. Brooks that when he entered upon 
it he did not consider that any evidence would 
be received, and certainly the gentleman who 
followed him had carried it still further, because 
several of them had said, “ We beg leave to say 
we came here to give evidence against the rail- 
way company, and we decline to be cross-ex- 
amined ” ; and that was as curious a mode of 
conducting an inquiry as had ever come under his 
observation. It did not savour of impartiality, or 
of a desire to get justice done, but the company 
had every confidence in the Board of Trade and 
the gentleman who had the honour of represent- 
ing them here. 

Mr. Macdonogh, Q.C., in opening the case for 
the company, said it was a remarkable fact that 
all the witnesses spoke of the directors as men 
of the highest respectability, and they could not 
do anything else. It was surely a very curious 
thing to impute to such gentlemen incapability 
to manage their own affairs ; and it was a very 
strange argument for Home Rule for anyone to 
come forward to say that, forsooth, he "will prove 
that a most highly respectable body of men 
such as these were unable to manage their 
affairs. He (Mr. Macdonogh) maintained that 
Irishmen are most highly capable of managing 
their own affairs. He was proud of his country- 
men when he saw how the various hanks esta- 
blished in Dublin were managed, and how pros- 
perous they were. 

Mr. Kelly.] Question. 

Mr. Macdonogh said he would not be interrup- 
ted by Mr. Kelly. It is the question. 

Mr. Kelly.] We are not to be made fools of. 

Mr. Macdonogh.] It is impossible to do that. 
Mr. Macdonogh continued to say that the pro- 
ceedings of the last day were a fiasco. One 
gentleman who attended concerts late at night 
complained of the punctual starting of the train 
at half-past 11, while Mr. Sexton, who had an 

147. 



abhorrence of music, complained that the direc- 
tors did not do what they had no power to do — 
prohibit wandering musicians from performing in 
the third-class carriages. Then they had a 
gentleman, very like a German student, who 
thought they should be particularly careful, lest 
the ladies in passing through the carriages should 
touch the knees of that naughty animal, man. 
The evidence to-day, however, assumed an air of 
gravity which only showed the hollowness and 
weakness of the case. His learned friend, Mr. 
Kelly, had had a desire — perhaps he would ex- 
cuse him if he called it a hobby — to educate the 
directors up to his views, but without success, 
which was a misfortune. He observed that when 
Mr. Kelly referred to Mr. Brooks’ action in this 
matter — and he (Mr. Macdonogh) did not wish 
to detract from that in anyway — he was cheered ; 
there were no cheers; the auditors were dili- 
gently silent when lie intimated that Major 
General Hutchinson was not carrying on the in- 
quiry in the proper way. It was was not evi- 
dence, but argument, they had been listening to. 
Everyone praised the capacity of the directors. 
Mr. Kelly did, and yet he said they had been 
violating their pledges every day since they got 
the line. 

Mr. Kelly said he had not said a word in favour 
of the capacity of the directors, for he did not be- 
lieve in it. 

Mr. Macdonogh.] I thought my friend had 
done so. 

Mr. Kelly.] It was of the officers I spoke, and 
I could not exhaust the terms of praise in their 
regard. 

Mr. Macdonogh said Mr. Kelly could not ex- 
haust his terms of praise, and his vocabulary was 
very extensive. What did the complaints resolve 
themselves into ? There might be matters that 
could readily be remedied, and all be could say 
was that those whom he represented would 
attend to any suggestion that Major-General 
Hutchinson might throw out. They would en- 
deavour in every way to accommodate the public 
in every way which was light, and they bad 
already projected improvements, but these im- 
provements could not be carried out at once. 
As to the fares, the maximum had never been 
reached or even approached. As to the sub- 
scription tickets, that was a matter of contract. 
It would be for the company (the directors and 
shareholders) to consider whether they ought to 
be reduced. It was, as he thought, a slight mis- 
take on the part of Mr. Brooks to suppose that 
the shareholders had passed a resolution dis- 
approving of the conduct of the directors. He 
had pleasure in bearing testimony to the fact 
that, with one exception — that of Mr. Walsh 
the witnesses all gave their evidence fairly, 
and none of them had intentionally misstated 
facts. With respect to the complaints as to 
some of the carriages on the line, he would 
suggest that Major General Hutchinson should go 
over the line himself and see it with lus own eyes. 

Mr. Kelly said he would have no opportunity 
of using his eyes, for there was now a totally 
different state of things from what there was be- 
fore he came. , , , -, r ,, 

Mr. Macdonogh was glad that Mr. KeUy 
had made tlmt statement, for it would give him 
(Mr. Macdonogh) an opportunity of proving 
that the information on which it ms based was 

in °Mr. e if'. L. Payne, traffic manager to the com- 
j) ’ pany. 
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pany, in answer to Mr. Macdonogh, stated posi- 
tively that there had been absolutely no change 
in the rolling stock on the line since long before 
Mr. Brooks had brought forward the matter; 
there had not been any dressing up for this in- 
quiry. 

Mr. Kelly.'] I have the utmost confidence in 
what you say, but I would ask you to give the 
numbers of the carriages in which it is impossible 
for one passenger to sit opposite another without 
pushing his knees against him. 

Mr. Payne said he could assure Mr. Kelly 
there were very few carriages now in use such 
as he described- They were old Kingstown car- 
riages, and they were really never used except 
when they could not avoid it — such as on the 
occasion of a regatta or that. There were some 
such carriages, and he might add that he did not 
like them himself. He would rather have better 
ones, but he most distinctly stated that no change 
of any description for this inquiry has been 
made. There are very few such carriages on the 
line. 

Mr. Kelly.'] Within the last month I have tra- 
velled in them over and over again. 

Mr. Payne said he had recommended the direc- 
tors to have these carriages altered, and he be- 
lieved they had been all altered ; there were eight 
of them he thought. 

Mr. Kavanagli, solicitor.] I travelled in one 
last evening. 

Mr. Brooks said Mr. Macdonogh had referred 
to the manner in which this inquiry had begn 
conducted. So far as he (Mr. Brooks) was con- 
cerned, he should say that there had been no 
organisation, no public meeting of the citizens 
to bring about the evidence for the inquiry. 
His own conduct had been dictated by a sense 
of duty. 'I he attendance of witnesses was, so 
far as he was concerned, entirely spontaneous. 
They came there of their own accord. He was 
not aware of the name of any single witness 
who was to come forward. They had made no 



communication with him. If any such ;, 1 00 
vailed that he was acting in concert with otS'' 
persons not friendly towards the coinpanv \ 
wished to disabuse the public mind of such an t 
pi-ession. u 

Major Greneral Hutchinson.] The inquire itself 
Mr. Brooks, endorses what you say" TU 
witnesses came forward in the most spontaneous 
manner. 1 UU!> 



Mr. /iroo/is.] As to the further investigation I 

iiave to say that I return to London to-ni^ht If* 
business as to the investigation is at°an end 
and when your report shall appear, I shall be 
guided by circumstances as to the action I shall 
, L wiU P robabI 7 take the advice given 
by Mr. Macdonogh. The company do not exact 
more than the statutable fares they are entitled 
to claim. But in all probability I shall avail 
myself _ of the feeling I know prevails amono- 
the Irish Members of Parliament to induce 
Parliament to make such a revision of the ar- 
rangements now in existence with the Kings- 
town Railway as will he thought fit to conduce 
to the benefit of the proprietors and of the 
passengers. 

Mr. Macdonogh said he was very glad to 
hear Mr. Brooks was willing to adopt hts sug- 
gestion, and he had no doubt that such a course 
would be found to be more satisfactory to the 
public than even this investigation, which they 
all admitted was being conducted with such im- 
partiality. 

Mr. Payne said a document had just been put 
into his hand showing that 14 of the carriages, 
such as those complained of, had been altered. He 
certainly thought they had all been altered. He 
only knew of eight himself. 

Mr. C. Dawson, T. c., said Mr. Macdonogh, 
in his reply, had almost admitted the whole case, 
and had almost given a guarantee that the much- 
needed reforms would be carried out. 

The inquiry was then adjourned to this morn- 
ing. 



The Dublin and Kingstown Raiiavat Company. 



T,,S nd 1S7S -~ The inquiry into th< 

Dublin ,md Kingstown Hallway Company war 
resumedbefoi-e Major General Hutcliimon; 

Mr. -J. Macdonogh, q.c., appeared for the Com- 
pany, instructed by Mr. Keogh. 

Mr E. W.ManmM, secretary of the Dublin 
Wicklow, and Wexford Railway, said be hat 
been secretary since 1862. The company havi 
powers to charge 3 d. per mile for first-class pas- 
sengers; 2rf. for second class, and ld.forthird, 
Ihey had not approached a maximum in any 
instance. Tne old Kingstown Company charged 
full fare to Kingstown, even if the passenlei 
was only going to Merrion. Tickete were then 
collected at the station at which they were issued 
and passengers could get out where they pleased; 
Merrion was now a leyel crossing. Some time 
before the transference of the company to the 
Wicklow Company they gave return tickets, 
the single fares were Is., 8 i., and 6 A 



Major General Jlutchinson.~\ Then 6rf. was up 
to the limit? — It was. 

Witness.] The present return-tickets were 
Is. 8d., Is. 3 d., and 10c?. Subscribers had an 
advantage over an ordinary passenger of from 
30 to 60 per cent.,- assuming him to go but once 
a day; but many of the subscribers travelled 
twice, and sometimes three or four times a day, 
especially ladies. There had been a reduction, 
and a substantial one, by the present company 
on the price of the subscription tickets issued by 
the old company, except to Kingstown, which 
remained the same. Lansdowne-road, Sydney- 
parade, and Seapoint were stations established by 
the present company.- Lansdowne-road was es- 
tablished in compliance with a very numerously- 
signed memorial of the inhabitants of the neigh- 
bourhood in July 1869, -in which they offered to 

E the same fares as from Kingstown to West- 
-row. The station was opened in 1871. 

Seapoint 
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Seapoint station was opened in 1802 ; and wit 
believed there was a similar memorial, 
with a similar condition as to charging from 
Kingstown to Seapoint, as if from Kingstown to 
Blackrock, and from Dublin to Seapoint, as from 
Dublin to Salthill. Sydney-parade was estab- 
lished a year beforeLansdowne-road. ToBooters- 
town which was practically the same distance as 
from Waterloo to Clapham Junction, the rate 
was 8/. 7s. subscription ticket, and to Clapham 
Junction the rate was 9 1 Sydney-parade nearly 
compared in distance with Old Kent-road Station 
on the London, Brighton, and South Coast 
Railway. To Sydney-parade the rate was 
61. S s. 6 d., and to Old Kent-road the rate was 
71 10s. What the company alleged was that 
Kingstown was fairly treated, and the ^other 
places more than fairly treated. From Kings- 
town to Dublin, trains ran from six in the morn- 
ing until a quarter to twelve at night ; 55 trains 
ran every way daily. Subscribers had their 
parcels carried at the rate of 1 d. to any station 
they might select within the limits of their tickets. 
The company gave a reduction of 33 per cent, for 
ladies and tutors, and of 50 per cent, for children, 
youths up to 15, and governesses. He. thought 
it would be absurd to make this reduction up to 
21 years, and there were a great many strapping 
fine youths up to 15 years ; he was not^aware 
of reductions for tutors and ladies on English 



lines. 

Major General Hutchinson.] On most suburban 
lines there is a reduction for youths. 

Witness said they charged 5 s. deposit on sub- 
scription tickets; on English lines the charge 
was 10 s. As to sea bathing not only subscribers 
but return-ticket holders were allowed to use the 
baths on the line at a cost of 1 d. for the use of 
a towel, others were charged 3 d. They gave 
15 per cent, discount on family tickets for three ; 
on most of the English lines it was 10 per cent., 
and in one case it was only 7 £ per cent. They 
issued subscription tickets three days before the 
first of each month. On English lines there were 
a great many restrictions as to the granting of 
these tickets, requiring notice and personal appli- 
cations, which the Kingstown Company did not 
require. There was a gentleman who subscribed 
at the full rate, and subsequently got a tutor’s 
ticket ; he was not a tutor*, but there was a rea- 
son why he got it. He had that ticket for a 
year, and at the end of the year he came to wit- 
ness and said he had paid more for the carriage 
of parcels at the ordinary rate than would have 
made more than the difference between the 
tutor’s ticket and the ordinary ticket. Witness 
travelled on the line every day, and never saw 
an umbrella up in the carriage. Passengers got 
out on a wet day leaving the windows open, and 
then the cushions got wet. The lamp stoppers 
were sometimes thrown out of their places by 
passengers and the rain came through. 

Mr. Macdonogli.] You have heard about the 
dirt that comes into your carriages. Are the 
sheets of Dublin remarkably clean ? — That goes 
without saying. 

Don’t you think people coming in with dirty 
shoeB are calculated to soil the carriages? — I 
have seen a gentleman put hie muddy feet up on 
a cushion. I won’t go the length of saying that 
the management of the Kingstown line is en- 
tirely perfect, and that there is not sometimes a 
dirty carriage to be found on it, but I don’t see 
147. 



that there is so very much to complain of as 
compared with the English lines. I have seen 
dirty carriages in England, too. I would add 
that passengers in England are not so mis- 
chievous as in Ireland. You don’t see the 
cushions cut, or the windows broken, or straps 



cut. 

Long before General Hutchinson was delegated 
to hold this inquiry had steps been taken to re- 
build or repair the stations at Westland-row, 
Kingstown, and Salthill ? — Yes, and to bi'idge 
Booterstown station. I heard Mi*. M'Culla^h 
complain yesterday of the offensive smell of the 
smoke emitted from the engines, but I never felt 
it. We get the very best South Wales steam 
coal, and I don’t see why it should smell worse 
there than elsewhere. The same gentleman also 
complained of the noise of the engine whistles. 

I don’t see how that could be done away 
with 

Major General Hutchinson .] If you were to 
work on the block system it would make a great 
deal of difference in that respect. 

Mr. Maunsell.] It would make some, doubtless. 

I know the railway bridges over Cumberland- 
street, Erne-street, Sandwith-street, and Clar- 
ence-street, and I am aware that the corporation 
do not keep the passages and roadways under- 
neath clean; don’t remove the filth. The old 
Kingstown Company never carried any goods to 
Kingstown. When we took up the line from 
them, they had not a single waggon and no 
accommodation for carrying goods. We do carry 
goods, however, of a certain class, and should be 
happy to extend our business in that direction, 
but with a line like that, where there are 55 
trains each way every day, with a high-level 
station at Westland-row, and haying no room 
for sidings for goods at the roadside stations, I 
don’t think it practical. We do carry minerals, 
and we book goods through between Dublin, 
Kingstown, and all the principal towns of Eng- 
land, having a goods store at Harcourt-street. 
The carriages complained of by the several wit- 
nesses are old ones run formerly on the Kings- 
town line and on the line to Dundrum ; but these 
are now all nearly got rid of, and the new car- 
riages are of the best make. The last we got 
were from the M etropolitan Company in Lon- 
don, one of the best carriage building firms m 



England. 

Now, has the taxation of the company been 
increased within the last five years ?— Y es, thanks 
to Mr. Kelly here, it has been nearly doubled. 
Allow me to add that I think the taxation ox 
railways is altogether based upon an unjust and an 
unsound principle. A railway company is taxed 
upon its profits, while banks, making thousands 
and thousands of profits, are taxed on their build- 
ings only. That, in my opinion, is most unjust. 

Mr. Edmund Meares Kelly.] Might I ask you 
a few questions. I don’t want to thrust myselt 
on you, but I would like to get some information 

fl °Mi\ Maunsell.'] I think I should just follow 
your good example, and decline to be cross- 

examined. . .. » 

Mr. Kelly.] But I am a subscriber of yours. 

Mr. Maunsell] X should like to give General 
Hutchinson ail information in my power, and 1 
have to thank yon for the flattering way you 
spoke of me yesterday, bnt I must decline to be 
cross-examined by you. f rp Q 
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To Mr. Kelly (through Major General Hut- 
chinson).] I did not read your evidence, and 
don’t recollect it, so that I cannot state whether 
you were correct or not in your testimony a9 to 
fares. I don’t know whether English com- 
panies are under pledge to Parliament as this 
company is. 

Mr. Simon Craig said Mr. Maunsell had taken 
credit for building stations at Sidney-parade, 
Lansdowne-road, and Salthill, but he neglected 
to state that when the line to Kingstown was 
opened in 1834, there was a station at Lansdowne- 
road, which was closed by this company, and 
only re-opened, and that stations formerly ex- 
isting at Williamstown and Merrion had been 
elosed. 

Mr. Maunsell said he had not taken credit to 
himself for these things. 

Mr. Craig . ] I think myself that this company 
have in a great measure carried out the preamble 
of the Bill, which gave them power to take a 
lease of the line, and which stated that it should 
be worked with more advantage to the public. 
I think you have managed the line with great 
additional advantage to the public, notwithstand- 
ing some objections. 

Mr. John Smith, solicitor’, said he had resided 
at Monkstown for about 30 years, and was a 
subscription ticketholder. He remembered the 
opening of Seapoint station. He drew up a 
memorial for the inhabitants of the neighbour- 
hood for the establishment of a station. He 
joined in a lease for the ground on which the 
station stands, and the company got tire land for 
two free tickets for the lives of two gentlemen. 
He had recently written to Mr. Payne on the 
subject of the fares, and that gentleman had pro- 
mised that on the first revision of fares, all he 
complained of would be remedied. At the last 
board meeting of the Blackrack Town Commis- 
sioners, they agreed as a board to take no part 
“ tlle inquiry. With regard to the “tight” 
carnages which were being done away with 
they were objectionable. He would not venture 
to go into some of them for fear of « constructive 
assauit. The service of the railway company 
had been on the whole satisfactory, He was not 
going into the question of fares. The ticket 
office at Blackcock was placed at the passage 
through which the passengers entered into the 
waiting-room and it was subject of complaint 
that the collector did not open the window until 
the last moment, so that the passage was blocked 
by people waiting for tickets. 

Mr. Macdonogh.} 1 have no doubt the chair- 
man of the company will attend to what you 

Witness said he had frequently gone before the 
board ana had been treated with the greatest 
respect and consideration. 

asi y°“. General, to ask 
Mi. Smith if he is the person who in 1869 ad 
dressed to a meeting in Blackcock these words 
(.putting in paper). worus 

= Tte year 1869 i ^ idl this 

about. There are some people who have amono- 
mama, and Mr. Kelly aU his life has had a mono- 

S £' ZaZ— v ’ and amrag ° tWthi “g s 

Mr. Kelly (in a loud voice).] Are you the Mr 
Smith who m 1869 told a meeting at Blackrock 
that you were a subscriber several years and 
you and your sons, in consequence of the absurd 



fares, would henceforth travel in third-ch™ 
nages. car. 

Major General ffutchwson.l Not anile .si . 
Were you the Mr. Smith ? ^“Mloui 

Witness.] This is Mr J. 0. Smith, solicitor T 
was not. But I am the Mr. Smith whn ‘ 
present when Mr. Kelly was removed by S 
porters at a meeting of the Dublin WinL-i 
and Wexford Railway. ’ * lcUo *> 

waft r ha^? % (8h ° U,ing) - :1 How ^before 

Witness.’] Was it not the fact ? 

Mr. Kelly.} Was I not a shareholder when™ 
were instrumental inputting me out? 1 

Witness.) Mr. Kelly stated to me beyond 
doubt that he would never stop until lie made 
tta company have manure depots at all th, 
stations. 

Mr. Kelly.] That is perfectly untrue, sir. 

Major General Bute bins on. ]Did. you make the*c 
remarks ? 

IFft//«s.] I did not, sir. I was not there at 
all. 

Mr. Kelly.] I would swear he was there. 

Witness.] Ah ! you would swear anythino-. 

Mr.. Thomas Dochrell, t.c., said he lived “near 
Seapoint, and was in the habit of receiving 
parcels nearly every day ; he had nothing at aS 
to complain of with respect to parcels’ charge. 
There liad been great improvements on the line 
lately, the carriages were much cleaner now 
than under the management of Mr. Dargan, and 
under the present management he expected much 
greater improvements, for new members had 
recently joined the board, that he was quite sure 
were calculated to make vast improvements, aided 
as they were by the excellent chairman they Lad 
at present. The only thing he would like would 
be that the fares at Seapoint should be taken 
into consideration, but he was aware of the origi- 
nal agreement. 

.Mr. William Foote, chairman of the company, 
said lie had been a director for 16 years. h T ew 
carriages had been gradually taking the place of 
the old Kingstown carriages. The statements 
that had been made at this inquiry were very 
much exaggerated. He did not believe that an 
umbrella was opened in the carriages except it 
was done for tricks. The board attended to 
every fair representation that was made. It was 
their duty and interest to do so. The line was in 
an improving condition. 

Mr. Kelly asked whether witness meant that 
the statements made by him (Mr. Kelly) were 
exaggerated. 

W itness.] If I read your evidence, I daresay 
I would. 

Mr. Macdonogh.'] Did you hear him say 
butchers would like to bring in their calves by 
the railway ? — I did ; I don’t believe it. I have 
very large experience as a grazier, and my expe- 
rience of the carriage of calves is, that butchers 
prefer to put the calf into their own tax-cart and 
carry it home. 

Mr. Edward Fox, J.P., said he confessed that 
until he heard the evidence yesterday he was ut- 
terly ignorant of the miseries that surrounded a 
traveller’s existence, and when he heard one 
gentleman complain that his club-house quiet was 
disturbed by the whistling of the engines, he 
thought it had reached the climax of absurdity. 
He regarded many of the complaints as senti- 
mental. At the last meeting of the company 

there 
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there was a resolution proposed by some gentle- 
man, who, he believed, had paid a flying visit to 
the country and prepared a long bill of indict- 
ment against the company, and when it was 
submitted to the meeting it was nearly unani- 
mously rejected. 

Alderman Harris .] There has been a station 
opened lately near your own house at Glena- 
o-eary. I believe it is a great convenience to 
you ; how far is it from your house i ’ — About a 
quarter of a mile. 

Well, it has been an improving line as far as 
you are concerned? — Yes. 

Mr. Macdonogh.] But you don’t mean to limit 
your answer to Glenageary? — No. I think with 
respect to the sanitary arrangements they admit 
of great improvements. At Booterstown I have 
seen so many hairbreadth escapes that I am con- 
vinced ic is a dangerous trap to expose the public 
to. The question of fares is a very vexed ques- 
tion, but I think this railway wants lower fares 
and larger traffic. 

Mr. Kelly.'] That is my monomania. 

Mr. John Wakefield, locomotive superintendent, 
said the carriages had been greatly improved 
lately, and they had been getting new carriages 
since 1869. 

To Mr. Kelly.] The narrow second classes have 
been converted into third. There were now 11 
second-class carriages running of the old class. 
The carriages that were narrow between the 
seats had belonged to the Wicklow line, and 
were now being altered into third classes. The 
distance between the seats in the old carriages 
was between 19£ and 18 inches. Some of the 
carriages had been improved by widening the 
seats and narrowing the passage. The smallest 
distance from the back of one seat to the back of 
another was 4 feet 11 J inches, and the widest 
was 6 feet 3. The widest passage between the 
seats was 2 feet. One carriage Mr. Dargan had 
altered from a second to a first class for his own 
use. A third class was never altered into a 
second. 

Mr. John C. Smith, engineer on the line, 
stated that since he first came on the line, 10 
years ago, Westland-row had been always the 
subject of most anxious consideration. A series 
ot projects were brought forward for advancing 
the line further into the city, and it was not 
thought expedient to expend a large sum of 
money which might hereafter be useless. Mean- 
while considerable improvements were made, 
such as the transfer of the London and North 
Western Railway offices from the Great Bruns- 
wick-street side to their departure platform, the 
removal of some dangerous pillars, and the 
opening of a new arrival platform, &c. In 1874 
he was directed to prepare plans for the enlarge- 
ment of the station ; and in the Bill lodged in 
that year, powers were taken to purchase the 
necessary lands, and these powers were obtained 
m the following year. It becoming evident that 
the projected lines to the North Wall would 
cause considerable changes, the outlay on West- 
land-row was postponed for the purpose of 
carrying out, if possible, a junction with all these 
lines, and a more central station. His company 
proposed to give a large sum towards this 
object, but could not succeed in obtaining sup- 
port from other companies. Subsequently early 
in 1877 the valuation of the premises was 
ordered, and the plans were lodged, and the 
147. t . 
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undertaking thereby commenced. The awards 
had now been made, and tenders were invited 
for contract No. 1. _ Early in 1877 the doubling 
of the line from Kingstown to Ballybrack was 
ordered, and all the men obtainable had been 
working at it ever since. That included the re- 
modelling of Kingstown station. The board, 
therefore, had taken all the necessary steps for 
the improvement of Westland-row and Kings- 
town long before the demand for the present 
inquiry. They had also in December last added 
a platform shed at Salthill, the want of which 
some witnesses alluded to, and that was being 
done. In consequence of the want of a mnin 
drainage system in Pembroke township, it was 
not practicable to put up proper sanitary accom- 
modation at Booterstown, or to make the down 
platform at Sidncy-parade of sufficient width. 
The main drainage was now about to be carried 
out, and when completed, these defects would be 
completed. 

To Alderman Harris.] The plans for the re- 
modelling of Westland-row were not submitted 
to the Board of Trade, nor was that required. 

Mr. Abraham Cliattcrton, who resides at 
Cly de-road, and frequently travels from Lans- 
downe-road to Salthill and Kingstown, com- 
plained of the want of a bridge for passengers 
crossing at the first -mentioned station. He on 
one occasion narrowly escaped being killed by a 
passing train when crossing, and had witnessed 
other hairbreadth escapes. He had written to the 
secretary on the subject, but he thought the ex- 
isting arrangements sufficient. 

Mr. Michael Ganly , of 10, Upper Erne-street, 
said, his coming to give evidence had been caused 
by the condition of the railway arches from Cum- 
berland-street, to the Basin. Their condition was 
most abominable, particularly in Erne-street — the 
joints were so worn that a constant downpour 
came through. The adjoining lamps did not light 
these arches, and all sorts of nuisances were de- 
posited there. He had left his establishment on 
several occasions to assist people who were in dan- 
ger of being robbed or killed in the arches. About 
three weeks ago he saved a Spanish captain from 
being garrotted there. His bouse w as next to the 
railway, and his property was much depreciated 
by it. The sanitary officers of the Easter Vestries 
had made representations to the railway com- 
pany. Carts laden with much merchandise could 
not pass under the low arches. No one had ever 
indicted the company for this nuisance — what was 
everybody’s business was no one’s. 

Mr. Macdonogh.] Did the Corporation do any 
anything for you ? — Nothing, unless pave the 
arches, and made bad worse. 

Alderman Harris said he wanted to give a little 
evidence with respect to the arches. The corpo- 
ration had ordered their city engineer toasphalte 
the roadway under the arches, but he for some 
good reason of his own thought proper to pave it. 
The roadway had been obliged to dip under the 
Clarence-street arch in order to let heavy wag- 
gons pass under, and the consequence was, that in 
time of great rain-storms, the water rose up out 
of the sewers, and stood there. He himself would 
nor attempt to go through the side arches ; they 
were constantly dripping, and he often thought 
of bringing a hat that had been spoiled and trying 
the case with the company. It was also utterly 
impossible to light, the lateral arches, for the 
Clarence-street arches were only seven feet to the 

crown. 
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crown. Tlie corporation had already petitioned 
Parliament against their Bill on this very point; 
and he was quite sure those gentlemen who had 
become suddenly so alive to these things before- 
hand that they were going to amend them, and it 
was nearly unnecessary to hold an inquiry, that 
those gentlemen would assist the corporation. 

Mr. Richard Martin, d.l., stated that he passed 
under Erne-street bridge or Clarence-street 
bridge every morning going to the North-wall, and 
had never experienced any jinconvenience from 
dropping wet. The roads and pathways were very 
dirty, however — perfectly disgraceful ; but that 
was, he thought, the fault of the corporation. 

Mr. E. Me ares Kelly thought it right that when 
he had anything to say in favour of the company 
he should, and he did think it would be very hard 
upon them to oblige them to rebuild these bridges. 
It would be a cruelty on their shareholders. He 
had already given evidence as to the season ticket 
for governesses. The same observations applied 
to ladies’ tickets. When he first went to reside at 
WilKamstown he took these tickets for his wife 
and daughter, and got them at half-price, but that 
privilege was abolished. With reference to Mr 
Smith’s denial of the words imputed to him in the 
newspaper report, and his statement that he was 



not present, he would only say that If +i. x 
gentleman had been upo/his ^ 
made that statement upon his oath, he would l 
been liable to an indictment for penW We 

Mi', Henry Parkinson, B.L.] I certiinli, I, , 
Mr. Smith use these words. I spoke before h^ 

Mr Wakefield, locomotive superintendent 
handed m returns of the different classes of “r 
rmges, specifying the converted ones, the old ones 
and the new. ues > 

Mr. Parkinson.-] May I ask are the second-class 
carriages furnished with blinds ?— No. 

And are you aware that the English second- 
class carnages are?— I have seen them in the 
mail trains. 

. Have you ever seen ladies holding up parasols 
in the carriages? — I have not. 1 ^ 

Mr. Macdonogh.'] This is a nice climax; it has 
eventuated in a question of parasols for the second 
class passengers, 

Major General Hutchinson announced that thi 3 
closed the inquiry. He would make his report to 
the Board of Trade as soon as possible, and 
meanwhile had to thank the Lord Mayor and 
Corporation for the use of the City Hall. 



Enclosure 2, in No. 12. 

To the Directors of the Dublin, Wicklow, and Wexford Railway. 

Gentlemen, 

its beg to state to 

means at their disposal, are the most inclineif vF the , 0 asses from the leisure and 

afforded by a railway such ns , ™ d *° aTa ’ 1 ‘■“““Itm of the advantages and facilities 
they are prevented Sm b , Ut ! from want ° f “ central station, 

months, when a visit to that magnificent Quently as they desire ; particularly during the summer 
resorted to by allfie avemSs t0 - Bra 7 is 80 S reat a and «> 

not amount to three-fourths a mile ’p 6 statl<ms l rom Sydney-parade to Dalkey does 

two miles and “nuarto,^ and t et tte t*?"? 6 - from S Wey-parIde to Westland-row is 

the entire line; the crossing it H ni‘rrlL’ 1C 50 ne glected is naturally the most paying of any along 
Westland-row and Sydney-narade TT ,^Ai aVenUe ^ 1 0r ^^ ans ^ 0 . wne 'S ate 3 is exactly midway between 
required. ^ ‘ 3 ^ an a mi ^ e from each, and admirably suited for the station 

place, and with MUttle defoy arposSibkl^ f ° r , tIle st °PP a g« of tie trains at this 

approaching season; at the same timp t0 , f na ^ e to . avaj l ourselves of it during the 

we will be fully satisfied to pay the same ^ lf , th j s accommodation is afforded us, 

bo apprehension need exist Is to f *T Wetland-row ; and also to remark, that 

half hour, in consequence of another^tonnaJ,/ to . tlie tn P. to or from Kingstown within a 
than a loss of two minutes and this nf 3 aS 1 i ^ as ^.® en ascert ained that it will not entail more 

and a slight diminution of 'the time now taken areachTe S rminus led ^ ^ E trifling increase of s P eed > 

{Signed by 267 persons. 
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— No. 13.— 

Board of Trade to Secretary of the Dublin, Wicklow, and Wexford Railway 
Company. 

Board of Trade, Railway Department, 
g* r 8 April 1878. 

I am directed by the Board of Trade to transmit to you the enclosed copy of 
Alaior General Hutchinson’s report of his inquiry into the present state and 
condition of, and the high rate of charges 011 , the Dublin and Kingstown section 
of the Dublin, Wicklow, and Wexford Railway, and to inform you that, copies 
of the report and of the correspondence on the subject will at once be laid 
before Parliament. 

I am, &c. 

The Secretary of the Dublin, Wicklow, (signed) Henry G. Calcraft. 
and Wexford Railway Company. 



— No. 14. — 

The Secretary to the Dublin, Wicklow, and Wexford Railway Company to 
Board of Trade. 

Dublin, Wicklow, and Wexford Railway Company, 
Secretary’s Office, 48, Westland-row, 
g^,. Dublin, 18 April 1878. 

In reference to your letter of 8th instant (R. 3393), and the copy of Major 
General Hutchinson’s report of his inquiry into the present state and condition 
of and high rate of charges on, the Dublin and Kingstown section ot the 
Dublin, Wicklow, and Wexford Railway, I am desired by the directors of tins 
company to request that you will submit to the Board of Trade the following 
observations which they feel called upon to make. f . , 

It is proposed to deal with the heads of General Hutchinson s report m l e 
same order as adopted by that officer without at all entering into the question 
as to how many, if any, of the matters referred to in Mr. Maurice Brooks letters, 
come properly within the usual scope of Board of lrade inquiries. 

No. 1 —Insufficiency of, and Want of Accommodation at, Westland-row Station. 

The charges under this head would appear to be sufficiently disposed of by 
General Hutchinson’s report, that before the inquiry was ordered (or f 
for), the company had taken the steps necessary for the improvement of this 

tei R maybe added that the improvement in question would have been carried 
out long ago, but that, year after year, projects have been brought foi ward tor 
the connection of the several railway stations in Dublin, and e c n r 
of a central station, which would have had the effect of closing 3 

or, if leaving it open, of converting it into merely a roadside station. 

No. 2.— The Insufficiency of, and Want of Accommodation at, Kingstown and '. the 
intermediate Stations between Kingstown and Dublin, and the Wan oj 
of Crossing the Lines at the intermediate Stations. 

So far as Kingstown Station is concerned it is true, as stated by General 
Hutchinson, that many (perhaps it may be said all) of the causes o 
will shortly he removed by the improvements in connection with e if 

of the line between Dalkey and Kingstown which, being a very 1 
has now been about a year in progress, bnt will probably be comp e e 
of next year. The plan for the new station at^ Kingstown was su mi 
General Hutchinson, and apparently met with his approval. 

With regard to the intermediate stations* a shed on the down si e , 
way, affording ample protection for passengers waiting, was ordere 
147. e 2 
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hill Station in December last, was at the time of General Hutchinson’s inquirv 
actually in process of being constructed, and is now far advanced towards 
completion. 

At Booierstown Station where the up and down passenger trains chiefly 
meet, an over-bridge for foot passengers is in course of construction ; the iron 
girders for this were on the ground and pointed out to General Hutchinson 
when he was making his inspection. With regard to sanitary accommodation 
it cannot be. denied that Booterstown Station is not all that could be wished 
nor can it be made so, until, as remarked by General Hutchinson, the drainage 
of the townships shall be improved. ’ ° 

At Seapoint, Sydney Parade, and Lansdown-road, new stations have been 
built in which are provided ladies’ waiting-rooms, water-closets, and urinals 
quite sufficient for tile accommodation of the number of persons usinv them. ' 

Salthili and Blackrock, although not new stations, are also provided with 
similar accommodation. 

As to shelter on down platforms, it has already been shown' that this has 
been provided at Salthili, and General Hutchinson states that it exists at Lans- 
down-road. At the other stations, namely, Seapoint, Blackrock, Booterstown, 
and Sydney Parade, no great necessity exists for better accommodation than is 
already there, but the closing in of the fronts of those sheds can be effected at 
trifling expense if it be decided to be necessary. 

The platforms at the stations, except Lansdown-road, are higher than as 
originally constructed, having been raised at the time that this railway came 
into possession of the Dublin, Wicklow, and Wexford Company, General 
Hutchinson himself admitted that very great difficulty would attend any further 
raising ot them, and it appears by no means certain that an additional foot- 
bo^d on the carriages would provide a satisfactory remedy for the defect com- 
plained of. It may be permitted to observe that the system of continuous foot- 
boards was adopted upon this line long before it was anything like general on 
other railways, either in this country or in England. 

The question of providing communication between the platforms generally 
a intermediate stations had been under the consideration of the board of 
directors long prior to the present inquiry, but it is not very easy to arrive at a 
definite conclusion on a railway so long established the practices and usages of 
which have been so long familiar to the travelling public. 



No. 3.— The Bad Condition of much of the Rolling Stock and the Insufficiency of 
the Number of First and Second Class Carriages. 

+^? er !! H ^ tch . ins ° n sa y s in his report that he saw nothing to call for par- 
it 10 -M 1T \.x! ie St ^ 6 ,°^* be carr i a ges which he inspected, but adds that 

.t ^ , P? SS1 e that a little extra care may have been bestowed in keeping 
in^npttr?Y n ex P^ ctation °f and during his visit ; to this latter observation I am 
t0 no such exfra care was bestowed, and that this was 

innnirv thol°tI ed by . the traffic . mana S er of the company, who stated at the 
TT^ t e ca *' ria ges were in precisely the same condition when General 

viao-pc tfip sn SaW wT 3 aS \ hey usua,1 y we re. There are no second-class car- 
tn wfiir.fi tfii? C6S ^y^ 11 tbe seats of which are too narrow. The six carriages 
onlv lisnd in , com P amt would apply are third-class, and even these are now 
It £ eilZt f great pressure, and are now about to be rebuilt, 
conmelled tn tm ,° . sa ^ ^ at ^ rst and second-class passengers are frequently 
although in m ! :hird ~ cIass carriages in times of pressure (or at any time) 

a wron°- class" rflffi 10n ?fi cases ’ P assen g ers will force their way into carriages of 
have -m nmnlp onr, 6 ?' !! ait a few min utes for another train. The company 
sitv arises thpv ^ rodm S stock, and as their traffic increases and neces- 
f are constantly providing new carriages. 

new ! * hree y f ars there have been adde § to the carrying stock 12 

carriao-es fitted 19 second-class carriages, and 15 new third-class 

breaks ‘ ln addition to this, orders are at the 

and six third rinse ebands of English builders for four first-class carriages 
and six third-class carriages with brakes. 

period ofthrp^vM^ carida g es °f the company have within the same 

or nearly eoual^tn f l been ^-modelled and improved so as to render them equal-, 
or nearly equal, to the most approved modern stock. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




DUBLIN AND KINGSTOWN RAILWAY. 



33 



Ho. 4. — Complaints as to High Fares. 

The elaborate statements on the subject of high fares, referred to by General 
Hutchinson, have not been sent to my directors with his report, and therefore 
of course they cannot answer the allegations contained in them ; this much they 
can say, that all the fares in operation upon their line are very much within the 
owers given them by Parliament. As to the contention of one of the wit- 
nesses that under the terms of the Act 9 & 10 Viet. c. 213, by which, in 1856, 
the present company had obtained the lease of the Dublin and Kingstown 
Railway they were bound by Section 40 to work the line most efficiently and 
beneficially for the public, it may simply be met by the counter-statement that 
the line has been worked most efficiently and beneficially for the public. 
Evidence to this effect was given by other witnesses totally independent of the 
company. My directors think it unnecessary to follow the statements as to 
certain modifications of fares made since the year 1856, but they submit that 
the fares charged over their entire system, including of course the section under 
consideration, are reasonable, and will fairly compare with the general rates in 
force all over the kingdom. They are, for first-class, 2 d. per mile ; second- 
class, lAti; third-class, 1 d.\ return tickets being charged at a fare and two- 
thirds. The accommodation afforded and the number of trains run is unusually 
vreat there being 55 trains each way per day. Third-class carriages are 
Attached to every train, this having been the practice of this company before it 
was adopted by any other. So much for ordinary passenger rates. With 
regard to rates for season or periodical tickets, unquestionably modifications 
have been made from time to time, and in some instances rates have been 
increased where, in the opinion of the directors, they had previously been too 
low ; in others they have reduced them when they considered them too high ; 
but this company affords facilities to season-ticket holders such as no other 
company is in the habit of doing. 

1st. Subscribers’ parcels, up to 56 lbs. weight, are carried between any 
two stations within the range of their subscription, at a uniform charge of 
Id. each. 

2nd. Tickets to ladies and tutors are issued at two-thirds ot the ordinary 
rates ; tickets to governesses at half the ordinary rates ; and school boys 
and youths’ tickets, up to 15 years of age, are also issued at half the 
ordinarv rates. , 

3rd. A discount of 15 per cent, is allowed when three or more members 
of a family subscribe together. t , 

4th. All subscribers are permitted to use the company s sea baths at a 
reduced charge of I d. 

Taking the subscription rates between Dublin and Kingstown, and supposing 
each passenger to travel only once a day, and for only six days in each week, the 
average cost would be, first-class, 3’89 pence per day; second-class, 3 33 pence 
per day. It is to be observed that many of our season ticket holders travel 
two, three, and sometimes four times a day. . , 

A deposit of only 5 s. each is charged upon the issue of season tickets, jbich. 
is refunded at the expiration of the period for which the ticket was issued, it 
is scarcely necessary to say that on most, if not all, of the English railways, a 
much higher charge is made, varying from 10 s. to 1 l. _ , 

Referring to the statement that three farthings a mile is prescribed by the 
company’s Act as the rate for the carriage of dogs, whereas 6 d. is the uniform 
charge made, the words used in the Act are £C Small animals, and these are 
held by all railway companies as inapplicable to dogs. 

No. 5. — The Construction of certain Under Bridges over Streets in the City 
of Dublin. 

These bridges are over Sandwith-street, Cumberland-street, Erne-street, and 
Great Clarence-street, and are now in precisely the same, state as they were 
when originally constructed, and were so handed over to this company in loot), 
when the lease of the Kingstown line was made. The streets under them are 
frequently in a very filthy state, but as General Hutchinson remarks they might 
be much improved by careful scavenging, good police supervision, and gas g 
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judiciously placed. These matters are, it is submitted, entirely within the rtro 
vince of the Corporation of Dublin, who have and exercise unusually extensive 
powers of taxation, and to this taxation the railway company are obliged verv 
largely to contribute. * 

As General Hutchinson does not consider it necessary to enter into the minor 
complaints as to want of goods’ accommodation, excessive charges for parcels 
want of cleanliness at the stations, &c., my directors presume that it is also 
unnecessary for them to enter upon them, further than to say that they are at 
any rate much exaggerated. 

In conclusion, it is to be observed that of the 35 witnesses who spoke in 
support of Mr. Brooks’ complaints, or who brought forward complaints of their 
own, none of them were sworn, and most of them declined to submit to cross- 
examination, and all of them admitted that they had never brought any of their 
alleged grievances before the directors. As to the gentlemen who gave evidence 
in favour of the company, a great many more could have been brought forward 
many having offered, and being anxious to give their testimony, but for two 
reasons this was not done. First, General Hutchinson was obliged by other 
engagements to close the inquiry. Second, the complaints against the manage- 
ment of the company appeared in most instances so frivolous as to be unworthy 
of refutation. This latter fact was shown by the leading articles which appeared 
in all the Dublin papers of the day succeeding the inquiry. 

I have, &c. 

The Assistant Secretary, (signed) E. W. Maunsell , 

Railway Department, Board of Trade. Secretary. 
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